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SEPTEMBER EVENTS

6 Special Congregational Meeting

8 Council Meeting, 7:00pm

1= Rally Day, Sunday School Starts

16 potluck & Discussion Group, 5:00pm
19 Highway Cleanup, 7:30am

g? Men’s Advance

Check Calendar for Additional Activities

Pastor: Russ Gordon, Office 434-1329
Cell 704-2199

President: Jim Schmidt
Vice—President: Vacant
Treasurer: Joanne Cummings
Secretary: Angela Schmidt
Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen,

Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Datlene Blaser
Financial Secretary: Chris Davis

Mission Statement

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit,
are joyfully called and committed to share

with and serve others.

“God gives us the ingredients for our
daily bread, but he expects us to do
the baking.”

William Arthur Ward

Pastor Russ' Reflections....

My Dear New Brothers and Sisters of
Bethel Lutheran!

| hope you can tell how thrilled | am to be
with you as your Interim Pastor. Pastor Jan
served you very well. | recently wrote a
letter to Pastor Jan and Robert sharing
many of the complimentary words | have
heard from you about them.

To help me get to know as many of you
as possible in a relatively short time,
Darlene Blaser was kind enough to arrange
for the 5 home gatherings we have had. |
asked those who attended the gatherings to
tell me two things: “What does Bethel do
well?” and “Name a growth area you think
Bethel ought to focus on.” Here is a partial
list of both.

Strengths: Warm & friendly congregation,

lots of interpersonal caring, genuine people,
supportive especially during a time of loss,
love the music, great fellowship, worship
liturgy, the sense of history, dinner groups,
Holy Communion every Sunday, its easy to
get to know people.

Growth Areas: We need more young
families and children. How do we get youth
involved? We want to grow but we may not
want to change that much; building is high
maintenance. How do we meet the needs of
newcomers without becoming what we are
not? A need for more spiritual growth;
praise worship.

As you can see, you are a part of Bethel
because you love Bethel. The question is,
how do we help others love Bethel (and the
God among us) as much as we do?

Con’ton pg. 2




Con’t from pg. 1

Well, first we need to get them here. | just
know that every single one of you has a friend
or a neighbor or a relative who is not currently
attending any church. This is the time to invite
them to worship with you. Or you may know of
a Bethel member who has become inactive
over the past several years. Call or visit them
and say, “We have missed you so much. How
about sitting with me this Sunday?”

St. Paul reminds us that we are
“ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
Wow! What a title. What a responsibility!
What a privilege!

Let's bring others into this warm and caring
family of faith.

Pastor Russ

Pastor Russ is On Call...

...7 days a week in the case of an emergency. He
is in the Templeton area usually on Sundays thru
Wednesdays. Call him at the church office or on
his cell (704-2199). Or you may communicate via
email at either pastor@bictempleton.org or
slogordons@charter.net

A New Weekly Bible Study in The
Gospel of John led by Pastor Russ...

...will be every Monday at 10am beginning
September 14™ in the fellowship hall.
Whether you are a Bible expert or new to the
Bible or somewhere in between, come and
join us for an in-depth study of the 4™ Gospel.

CHURCH
WORKDAY

Thank you to all who worked hard
to cleanup the parsonage!
Also, a special thank you to Paul
Viborg for providing the crew who
helped with yard cleanup and for
putting asphalt on the driveway of
the parsonage!
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A MESSAGE TO THE CONGREGATION

The remainder of this year is going to be a
very interesting and challenging time for us,
what with all the activity having to do with the
repairs at the Parsonage and the Fellowship
Hall along with our search for a permanent
Pastor as well as the everyday workday
activities having to do with church life,
community involvement, etc.

When you consider we have been without a
representative for Stewardship and
Evangelism since the beginning of the year,
and now find ourselves without a Vice
President our task becomes a bit more of a
challenge.

My appeal to you is to consider serving in
one of the noted openings for at least the
remainder of the calendar year and help us
accomplish what we've set out to do.

If there is an interest, | would ask that you
contact a Council Member or the undersigned
to learn more of what is involved at your
earliest opportunity.

| thank you in advance.
Jim Schmidt-Church Council President

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

A special meeting of the
congregation is scheduled for
Sunday, Sept. 6 after worship. The
purpose of the meeting is to review
the anticipated maintenance and
repair costs for the parsonage and

the fellowship hall and approve the
going forward with a loan application
to provide the funds for the repairs.

Your involvement and attendance is
appreciated.

Jim Schmidt
Congregation Council President



October
Newsletter
Deadline is

September 20th

Please e-mail articles to:
office@blctempleton.orq

Lisa will be out of the
office
Sept. 30-0ct. 9

Regular office hours will
resume Oct. 12t
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Regular Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
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Choir Rehearsals

Resume

“O for A Thousand Tongues to Sing”
ELW #886
is the theme for the fall choir season. Reviewing
hymns and spiritual songs, old and new, plus
choir anthems and liturgy will be our work on
Saturday mornings at 8:30am, for one hour, from
September 12™ thru Christmas.

New members welcome-give us a try!

“Let each day begin with prayer, praise and adoration”
LBW #444

Z’)’u’cz/z

Prison Ministry Study/Discussion

Wednesday, August the 19", Warren Alderson and
Ron Benzer, a volunteer for prison ministry,
conducted our monthly discussion session, which is
held on the third Wednesday of each month. There
was good attendance and good presentations with
interesting discussions. Warren will be back next
month with another volunteer. Concern for people in
prison is very Biblical so it is very appropriate for us
to be involved. Mark your calendar for September the
16"™. Bring a friend and it will be Salad Potluck again.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
PSYCHOLOGIST ARCHIBALD HART writes; “there
are two laws that govern our lives. The first is what
might be called the law of cognition.”

YOU ARE WHAT YOU THINK

The second law might be called the law of exposure.
YOUR MIND WILL THINK MOSTLY ABOUT WHAT IT IS
EXPOSED TO.
St. Paul writes in Phil. 4:8 “Finally brethren whatever is
true, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
honorable, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of
praise think about these things.”

Dick Blomquist, Parish Education Chairman
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ADOPT-A-
HIGHWAY

Highway Cleanup September19th!

Thank you to Dalene Eimon, Dianne
Anderson, Roy McKee, Lisa & Chris Davis for
cleaning the highway in August!

Anyone over 18 is welcome to help.
Contact Chris Davis for more information.

El Camino Homeless Organization needs your
help in the form of volunteers for overnight stays
for the month of September at the shelter in
Atascadero. If you are interested and can serve in
this much needed capacity, please contact Norma
Mueller at 237-7566. Thank you for your support.

The Lutheran is the
magazine of the ELCA

Be A Part of the "Every-Member-Home Subscription™
to the Award-Winning Lutheran Magazine for only a
$10 donation! (A bargain compared to individual
subscription costs of $17.95) To continue or to begin
receiving a subscription, simply make your check out
to "Bethel Lutheran Church™ with the notation
"Lutheran magazine™ and place it in the offering plate
or mail it into the church office. For those currently
receiving the magazine, your subscription will
automatically end without your renewal.



Children’s Bulletin Activities %{1@3&‘@ fj
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Children’s bulletin activities are available each Q@
Sunday. Ushers will give each child a “Kid's \ L
Celebrate” activity bulletin for use in church or é \%—:_
after the service for family follow-up of that ' .
Sunday's lesson. Enjoy! < ;3
& Anniversaries
Birthdays
Karenna Heil 4
Ben Rubin
Shane Wyatt
Karsten Heil 8
Brian Lindsey
SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY Sfet\’/év'd':fnfan
& Installation of Teachers
SEPTEMBER 13™ Ritva Lehtinen 10
Harvey Sigurdson 12
Mona Osborne 14
Ross Nielsen
Gigi Ashlock 18
DJ Andersen 19
I LIRS % ig - Rose Johnson 20
" $ Cindy Nielsen 23
Brian Schonfeldt 27
o I
:|' E qu - ;!! Anniversaries
I ar il
|: o /Wﬁ j :|| Roy & Jan McKee 6
| s {f/ il Willy & Nancy Hill-Cunha 10
[ y “ P
||: JECA ég e :I: Dick & Shirley Blomquist 16
i YOUTH POOL PARTY ||'
I i
|' September 13% 'I Youth Cooks

Needed!

In an effort to get the youth involved in the
| ECHO meals we are planning on having
| Contact DJ Andersen for more | them help cook the Oct. 29™ meal at the
information i Fellowship Hall. If you are interested contact
: \ Bev Alderson. Adults are also needed to
i e e s i s e help supervise the cooking.

A Pam Utheim’s house, b
" Paso Robles I



September 25-27", El Camino Pines

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church
Pasadena

Contact Chris Davis for more information.
He went last year & will be attending this year.

New Member Class

Pastor Russ will be leading a class series for those
who are interested in membership at Bethel
Lutheran Church or for those who simply have
questions and would like to learn more about the
Lutheran perspective on the Christian faith and the
story of Bethel Lutheran Church. If you are
interested, please let Pastor Russ know. This New
Member Class will begin later in September.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Please sign up for the Sunday of your choice to
honor or remember a special person or event.
There are still open Sunday’s for the remainder of
the year. The flower chart is located in the
Fellowship Hall.

oLy
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Bible Book Study

8:30am, Sunday Mornings
in the Fellowship Hall

Loaves
And
Fishes

If a brother or sister lacks food and one of you
says, "go in peace," and yet do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? Faith if it
has no works is dead.

James 2:15-17

A list of needed items is posted on the box in
the Fellowship hall.
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Martha Circle

MARTHA CIRCLE will meet on Sept. 15th at noon
in the fellowship hall. All women of Bethel are
invited to attend. Bring a sack lunch and dessert and
coffee/tea will be provided. Pastor Russ will be with
us and any women who weren't able to attend one of
the get acquainted meetings will have a chance to
introduce themselves to Pastor Russ as well as get to
know him better. We will also assemble the school
kits for Lutheran World Relief. There has been a
good response to the appeal for school supplies, so
we will have work to do. If you have not attended
Martha Circle before, you're especially welcome!
We will continue to collect items for the school kits
until the last Sunday of September (27th). If you
bring items, please check them off on the list so
others can see what is still needed. All of these
relatively inexpensive items make a real difference
in the lives of children who have so very little.
Thanks for your co-operation.

Women'’s Bible Study will
resume September 21st at
7:00pm at Dalene Eimon’s
home in Paso Robles.

The group’s next course of study is on Romans.
This Bible Study is printed each month in the

Lutheran Woman Today, the magazine of Women of

the ELCA. For more information and online articles
visit www.lutheranwomantoday.org.

Join Pastor Russ
On a Tour of the Holy
Land and Egypt

489
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Pastor Russ is hosting a tour of the Holy Land
(10 days) with an optional extension to Egypt
(7 days) leaving Tuesday, November 3™. So
far, 20 travelers have signed up from his
former church and nearby congregations.

There is room for more! Register by August

5" to receive a $100 discount. Pastor Russ
has brochures and answers to your questions.
He may be reached at home 544-3502, his
cell 704-2199, church office at 434-1329, or
his email slogordons@charter.net

Walk where Jesus walked!




COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - AUGUST 11, 2009

« Call Committee chaired by Roy McKee was presented and approved by the Council. Members are:
DJ Andersen, Larry Anderson, Elise Bates, Joyce Dawson, Jan McKee, Chris Miller, and Bob Miller.

Alternates are:
Dalene Eimon and Matt Heil
Youth representation will also be included.

< The Church Pictorial Directory is in its final stages of preparation with proof copy expected in approximately four

weeks.

« Fellowship hall repairs are underway with bids/estimates in process for additional unanticipated repairs to both the

fellowship hall and the parsonage.

«  With the resignation of Chris Davis, there is a vacancy on the council. If interested in serving, please contact a

council member.

WINEMAKER’S
DINNER

A fundraising winemaker’s dinner is in
the planning stages. If you are
interesting in helping with this event,
there will be a committee meeting
September 13" after worship in the
fellowship hall.

New Roof for the Fellowship Hall!
And other projects!
Excuse the dust!

The Fellowship Hall has been in desperate
need of reroofing for some time and work
has finally begun. The work will include a
new paint job for the hall and additional
work on the church and parsonage. If you
would like more details contact Matt Heil.
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Baptismal Living
With Rev. Dr. Thom Johnson

Equipping Leaders for Mission (ELM), a program of the
Southwest California Synod, is hosting a two-day workshop
on Baptismal Living with Rev. Dr. Thom Johnson, Friday,
September 25™ from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and Saturday,
September 26™ from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Arroyo Grande. This workshop will
explore ways in which we can help congregational members
of all ages live in the promises of their baptism, giving
primary attention to nurturing faith in  family
life. Participants will receive and learn to create Baptismal
affirmations for the seasons of life and faith. In addition,
it will be an opportunity to explore how Luther's Small
Catechism can become a tool for life-long learning and not
just reserved for those teenage years!

The Rev. Dr. Thomas K. Johnson, has served Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church, Covina, CA since 1994. Originally
from Minnesota, he came to California in 1978 to attend
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley, CA. He
served his Internship in Cairo, Egypt from 1981 to 1982 and
continues to be active in building relationships with the
Moslem and Coptic Orthodox communities. He graduated
and was ordained as an ELCA pastor in 1983. Pastor Thom
served at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Fontana for 10
years. Then he and his family moved to Claremont when he
began his doctoral studies at Claremont School of Theology.
He graduated with his doctorate degree in 1996 and since
then has served as an Adjunct Professor at Claremont
School of Theology in the area of Religious Education.

He has published two books through Augsburg Fortress
Publishing House: Confirmation: A Congregational
Planner, c. 1999 and Celebrating the Seasons of Baptismal
Living, c. 2001. Pastor Thom is widely traveled, organizing
spiritual pilgrimages to Israel, Egypt, Greece, Turkey, Italy,
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden.

The cost is $50 for the workshop. For more information or
to RSVP, please contact Pr. Laurie Arroyo, Assistant to the
Bishop for Lay Mission Leadership, at
larroyo@socalsynod.org or (818) 507-9591 x 102.




Bethel Lutheran Church
PO Box 337

295 Old County Road
Templeton, CA 93465

Worship
With
Us
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Sunday Worship Service 9:30am

Communion Every Sunday
8:30am Bible Book Study
Children’s Education and Nursery
Available during service

3" & Crocker, Templeton
www.blctempleton.org
Pastor Russ Gordon

434-1329




