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See calendar for additional events 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, are 
joyfully called and committed to share with 

and serve others. 

 
 

 
  

 

Pastor Russ’ Reflections… 
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

   As we look forward to Mother’s Day in a few 

weeks, did you know that there are many feminine 

images of God in the Bible?  God is like a mother… 
 

“…suckling her children”  
Numbers 11:12 

 

“…who gave birth to the Israelites”  
 Deuteronomy 32:18 

 

“…in labor.”  
Isaiah 42:14 

 

“…who comforts her children.”  
Isaiah 66:12-13 

 

“…who calls, teaches holds, heals and feeds her 

young.”    Hosea 11:1-4 
 

“…who never forgets her children.”   
Isaiah 49:14-15 

 

And, God is like… 
 

…a seamstress making clothes for Israel to wear.                           
   Nehemiah 9:21 
 

…a midwife attending a birth   
Psalm 22:9-10; Psalm 71:6 

 

…a woman working leaven into bread   
Luke 13:18-21 

 

…a woman seeking a lost coin  
Luke 15:8-10 

 

     Over the eons, we have traditionally called God 

“Our Father”.  And yet, isn’t it good to know of 

God’s tender and nurturing side?  God must have 

both male and female characteristics.  After all, are 

we not made in God’s image?   
 

     We give thanks to our mothers and to all women 

for the witness of their lives in sharing the love and 

mercy of God. 

 
 

                                          Pastor Russ 
 

Interim Pastor: Russ Gordon, Office 434-1329 
President: Jim Schmidt 
Vice-president: Elise Bates 
Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
Secretary: Kristen Spears 
Council: Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser,                                   
 Dick Blomquist, Joyce Dawson, Matt Heil 
Financial Secretary: Chris Davis 

Seven Things You Will Never Regret 
 

1.  Feeling reverence for your maker. 
2.  Showing kindness to an aged person. 
3.  Destroying a letter - or not sending an email -                
written in anger. 
4.  Offering an apology that saves a friendship. 
5.  Stop gossip that could wreck a reputation. 
6.  Taking time to show loved ones consideration. 
7.  Accepting the judgment of God on any question. 
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Pastor Del Kjorvestad 
 

Thursday, April 1st at the age of 77 
 

A memorial service was held Thursday, April 8th at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Reno, NV. Memorials 
may be given to Holden Village or the Faith 
Lutheran Church, Reno Mortgage Fund.  
 
In memory of Pastor Del we will be buying 
additional hymnals in his name. Contact the office 
if you would like to donate. Approximate cost per 
hymnal is $25-$30. 
  
Condolences may be sent to:  
Ms. Sally Kjorvestad   (Pastor Del's daughter)  
4282-C Baker Lane, Reno, NV  89509  
  

    

 
 
 

The Supper Club signup sheets have 
gone out in the April 18th bulletin. If 
you did not get one and would like to 
participate, please call Darlene Blaser 
at 805-461-6840 or cell 610-0881. 
She will get a signup sheet to you. 
Please return them by May 9th. 
 

The groups consist of six to eight 
people and will get together three or 
four times over the next several 
months. 

 

 This is a good way to get acquainted and 
socialize with other church members. 

CALL COMMITTEE STATUS – AS OF APRIL 2010 
 
It is time to meet with the Assistant to the Bishop and conduct a congregational workshop to help develop future 
pastoral needs.   
 

This workshop will take place following church on May 16, 2010 preceded by a picnic lunch.  Please put this date 
on your calendars and encourage everyone you know to be there.  This is an opportunity for everyone to make their 
desires known.  This will assist the committee and Synod to represent the entire congregation in this call process. 
 

Once this is completed, the following steps will take place.  
1. Committee prepares and submits Congregational profile to Synod along with MET recommendations 
2. Committee forwards names of candidates they may have received to Synod for review and clearance 
3. Assistant presents names of candidates to committee 
4. Committee interviews candidates 
5. Committee recommends candidate for call to Congregational President and Assistant to the Bishop 
6. Committee presents its recommendations to the council 
7. Council determines compensations package and calls a congregational meeting 

 

The members of the call committee area as follows 
• Bob & Chris Miller   •    Joyce Dawson 
• Elise Bates    •    DJ Andersen 
• Roy & Jan McKee   •    Larry Anderson 
• open position for youth member(s) 

 
Respectfully Submitted April 2010, 
Roy E. McKee, Chairperson 
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Birthdays 
 

      Joy Nielsen        1 
 

   Dalene Eimon       2 
   Dianne Larkins 

 

   John Anderson       7 
   Maddison Coons 
 

   Jan McKee        8 
   Lindsey Wyatt 
   

   Gladys Rood       9 
 

   Dale Gomer       10 
 

   Kathleen Schonfeldt      15 
 

   Angie Junck       16 
      

   Gary Schonfeldt                  25 
 

   Mike Kosin        28 

Anniversaries 
 

   Dave & Cindy Condit       3 
 

   Joe & Chris Alba       16 
 

   Jim & Darlene Blaser      19 
 

 
If we do not have your birthday or anniversary 

listed please leave a message in the office. 
 

Central Coast Conference Youth 
Gathering 

“Caring Community in Christ” 
 

May 1st, 2010, 9:30am-6:00pm 
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church in SLO 

For youth in 7th grade and up! 
 

Speaker: Anthony Briggs, Executive Director  
 Lutheran Retreats, Camps, and Conferences 
 

Just added!   

Christian concert with Lost and Found 
1:30-3:30pm 

 

Cost- $20/person includes lunch, dinner 
and the concert! 

 

For more information go to: 
http://cccyouthgathering.weebly.com/ 

or contact Pastor Russ 

 

High School Youth!! 
 

Looking for a Youth Group? 
        Meet at the 

Templeton Presbyterian Church 
Monday Evenings at 6:45pm 

For fellowship & fun 
 

Don’t worry… You’ll know someone there. We 
have had at least two of our youth attend 

and they like it! 

 

 
 
 
Sunday School children voted to organize a 
"pig" fundraiser for God's Global 
Barnyard.  All congregation members are 
encouraged to contribute your coins (paper 
money welcome too) in the "piggy bank" on 
the table in the back of the church.  This 
ongoing fundraiser will continue until we have 
enough to buy some pigs for needy families 
around the world.  This mission outreach by 
the children is important to families who raise 
the pigs, sell them, and use or sell the 
fertilizer generated by them for growing 
crops.  Sunday School children will count the 
money and keep you informed about our 
progress.  Thank you for your support. 

GOD’S 
GLOBAL 

BARNYARD 
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Please e-mail articles to:  
office@blctempleton.org 

    
    

As no one has volunteered to chair  
the Adopt-A-Highway ministry 

it has been discontinued. 
 

Thank you to those who have cleaned the 
highway every month for the past few years!  

 

   
 

    

June 
Newsletter 
Deadline is 
  May 23rd! 

 

Tuesday - Friday 
9:00am-2:00pm 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE  
 

MARTHA CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, May 
18 at noon at Greta Chandler's home - 1175 
Herdsman Way in Templeton. We are hoping to 
have Carla Wilhoit speak to us on the history of 
Templeton. Bring a sack lunch. Dessert & 
coffee/tea will be provided. ALL women of 
Bethel are welcome to come & bring friends! 

 

SOMETHING NEW IN THE KITCHEN! 
 

Martha Circle has purchased 85 dessert plates for 
the kitchen. From now on, we won't have to keep 
supplying paper plates, and the plates are big 
enough & strong enough for both a coffee cup 
and your snack. We hope you like them. 

 
 

 

 
L o a v e s  

A n d  
F i s h e s  

 

    

UPCOMING FUNDRAISINGUPCOMING FUNDRAISINGUPCOMING FUNDRAISINGUPCOMING FUNDRAISING    
EVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTS    

 

Rummage Sale later this year 
The date has not been set yet, but will be soon.  

Start saving up your goodies for this event! 
 

The Fourth of July bake sale 
has been cancelled 

this year because the Fourth of July parade is on 
Sunday!  

 

Thanks,  
If you have any questions  

Please call Jim @ 461-6840 or 610-0881 

 

 

Donation box 
is temporarily 
located in the 
kitchen. 

…Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my 
lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon son of 
John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my 
sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of 
John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to 
him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to 
him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.” 
                                                                    John 21:15-17 
 

 
 

Bible Study in Paul's Letter to the Galatians 
meets Mondays at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. 
  

Sunday Morning Adult Class “A Study of the 
Sunday Lessons” meets in the “Bridal Room” at 
8:30am. 
 

Women’s Bible Study meets the 1St & 3rd 
Monday of each month, 7:00pm, at Dalene 
Eimon’s home in Paso Robles. 
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Remember in your prayers: Ailene Dooley, friend of Doreen Wynne; Liz McKinnon, 
Gunther Junck, Gladys Rood, Brian Schonfeldt, Hope Lutheran Church during their  
time of transition 
Continued healing: Sandy Viborg 
Family: Mike Kosin's father, Ron; Carol von Ehrenkrook's father, Donald;  
Gigi's grandson, Shane; Alan & Cecilia's brother-in-law, Tim & daughter and son-in-law, 
Terisa & Mark Chasse 
Friends: Dan, Juanita, Joe, John, Johnny, Madeline, Marion, Sandi, Tom, Pastor Scott Bond 
Our homebound: Audrey Griswold, Elizabeth Larsen, Frances Weygandt 
Those who mourn: The family of Pastor Del 
 

A Special Message from Pastor Jan… 
Final Excerpt from the Annual Report 

If you would like a copy of her entire article please leave a message in the office.  
 

Continued from last month… 
 

…All thought of the Churchwide Assembly evaporated as we struggled to get the house livable. By our anniversary, we 
were able to sleep at the house that night & have a festive dinner at the local truck stop. Actually better than it sounds – it’s 
a favorite travel stop in this region. We’ve yet to meet anyone who didn’t immediately know where it is. So, Clearwater 
with its 1200 + 2 inhabitants is kind of famous. We had to go back to Katie’s for the rest of the week, but finally came here 
to stay the next Sunday. General disruption for painting occupied the next month or so. We didn’t come up for air until 
October when I began to attend Conference & Synod events and then began to get some supply preaching, I haven’t done 
much about permanent calls yet. It was a bad time to arrive. This whole area with very few exceptions has been losing 
population for decades. The Churchwide decision to alter call policy was causing great anxiety. Fortunately, in spite of 
several well-funded groups’ lengthy agitation for withdrawal from the ELCA in this event, very few congregations have 
chosen this course and things are beginning to settle down. The economy however, has badly hit ELCA pension programs 
& many retired Pastors are now seeking calls. The Southwestern Minnesota Synod went from 60 open calls to less than 20 
this year, many of those possibly not longer viable. So, I’m not rushing into the fray. Meanwhile we joined University 
Church of the Epiphany where Katie got married; a congregation operating with a campus ministry was started by a friend 
from New Mexico days. We feel quite at home: Haugen during Pentecost & Setting 8 for Epiphany, with community time 
each week & no one ever looks at a clock. These last months we moved on to some more creative projects. There had been 
beige shag carpet half way up to walls on our lovely oak staircase. Katie & Alex got that down before we had signed the 
papers! It left behind lots of messy glue & damage to the walls. Robert has now covered it all up with matching oak 
wainscoting, quite a transformation! I’ve taken up some sewing tasks-that curtain material is STILL waiting and am 
planning to do some classes on local gardening. The list goes on. I recently read a great book on the spiritual richness of 
the imperfect life. It included a delightful chapter on the unfinished house. We should be spiritually blessed for the rest of 
our life. 
Along the way, we’ve been included in trips to Katie’s in-laws 1920’s lake-house & the log cabin north of Two Harbors on 
Lake Superior, including the peak fall week for Maples & New Years – it was 30 below! We just did a Burn’s Dinner for 
them as a Thank You. We get together with Katie & family each Sunday afternoon, usually here. Winter is proving to have 
a surprising range of moods: there’s the proverbial 29 words for snow, but there’s also bare black branches & dark pines 
against white snow. There’s branches & pines laden with snow. There’s fog & every twig & needle coated with frozen 
fog-white on white on white. We’re keeping up. So far the worst that’s happened is being forced to sleep over at Katie’s on 
Christmas Eve because we didn’t know if we could get home or back the next day. Can’t complain! 
Peace to All & Blessings for 2010 
 

 

We have started the active phase of construction on the fellowship hall. 
During the month of May, we will not be able to use the Fellowship Hall. 
There is still access to the kitchen and the nursery which is where Sunday 
School is being held. Please check the location of all upcoming activities 
listed in the bulletin and newsletter.         
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Do you know someone who is 
graduating this year? 

 

If so, let Lisa know so we can put the 
information in the newsletter to share.  

Email information to: 
 

office@blctempleton.org 

THERE ARE SONGS RUNNING IN MY HEAD 
By Beverly Alderson 

 
What is it that we hear about this church or that one?  It is “I really liked the 
music.” Or, “I really did not like the music!”   
 

Really music does make a difference.  It is an expression of worship and of how 
we feel.  How we feel about God and about our faith.  Often times songs repeat 
themselves in our head and just won’t turn off, this is, in a way sort of 
comforting.  Sundays there will be one that carries us through til the next week 
or as of late til the next Lenten service when the music is impressed upon us.   
 

This is a pleasant experience and helps to keep us in tune to our expressions 
of faith and helps us to keep a closer walk with God and prepares us for all that 
is to come.  It carries us from week to week with satisfaction and with 
anticipation.  What will the music be for next week and will it inspire us? 
 

One who sings prays twice.  Good music helps us have good worship and 
prepares us to hear the Gospel and to respond to the Gospel.  I feel that I 
worship when there are songs running in my head. 
 

 

MMEENN’’SS    
AADDVVAANNCCEE  

    

Sept. 24-26TH 

El Camino Pines 

Contact Chris Davis for more information.  

    

                              
 

Congratulations to 
Kelsey Kosin 

For receiving the Gold Award, 
the highest achievement in  

Girls Scouts! 
 

 

"My Mother's Garden" 
A mother is a gardener,  

Planting the seeds  
Of faith, truth and love  

That develop into the fairest flowers  
Of character, virtue and happiness  

In the lives of her children.  
                                     J. Harold Gwynne 

 

 
 

Sunday, May 9th 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  
  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education  

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Interim Pastor Russ Gordon 
(805) 434-1329 

 

 

 

 

 


