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Mission Statement

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit,
are joyfully called and committed to share

with and serve others.

“When | stand before God at the end of my life, |
would hope that | would not have a single bit of
talent left and could say, ‘I used everything you

gave me.

—Erma Bombeck

A Pastoral Word to the ELCA
From the Conference of Bishops

In Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace;
in his flesh he has made both groups into one

and has broken down the dividing wall, that is the hostility
between us. — Ephesians 2

We greet you in the name of our crucified and risen
Lord Jesus Christ. May your Lenten journey be a
time of renewal in faith, and may the Easter promise
surround you all.

As we conclude this meeting of the Conference of
Bishops, we are convinced that this time of
preparation for the 2009 Churchwide Assembly is a
hopeful time. We are also convinced that the Holy
Spirit is guiding our deliberation and is present in our
earnest seeking. This same Spirit increases our ability
to listen patiently and speak honestly to one another.
In the many conversations, hearings, and
correspondence of the past years, the Spirit has been
present in the work of the Task Force for ELCA
Studies on Sexuality.

Our conversations in the Conference of Bishops have
expressed the diversity of opinion that is common
throughout this church. We give thanks for the unity
binding us together in Christ, enabling us to listen
carefully to one another, and joining us in a shared
commitment to the mission of this church. We give
witness to the creative possibilities of diverse
perspectives within our baptismal unity. We have
been led to new appreciation of our diversity, have
been driven deeper into Scripture and Confessions,
and have discovered new perspectives for life
together as the Body of Christ.

We receive with gratitude Human Sexuality: Gift and
Trust: A proposed social statement from the Task
Force for ELCA Studies on Sexuality. Looking
forward to the deliberation of the 2009 Churchwide
Assembly and its decisions in regard to this
document, we:

Con’t on page 2
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* rejoice in the strong affirmation of the gift of marriage,
sexuality, and family;

« affirm the faithful exposition of Holy Scripture and Lutheran
Confessions;

* support the bold confrontation of the commercialization of
human sexuality pervading our culture;

* recognize that our world hungers for the joy of true intimacy
and love we know in Christ Jesus our Lord;

» embrace our call to be a public church, thankful we are able to
speak words of commitment and hope to a world in need of God’s
love in Christ; and

» acknowledge the unity of the Church is the Holy Spirit’s
continuing gift, and pray we may continually experience it.

The members of the Task Force for ELCA Studies on Sexuality
also accepted an additional responsibility, the charge of the 2007
Churchwide Assembly to prepare “Report and Recommendation
on Ministry Policies.” This document articulately names the
breadth of opinion on the possible rostering of persons in
committed, faithful, same-gender relationships. Further, it
presents one option for working through a process for
discernment and decision-making. We recognize that the content
of the resolutions and the proposed process for considering them
arise from the task force’s deep respect for the faithful diversity
they find present in this church.

We acknowledge with gratitude the faithful work of the members
of the Task Force for ELCA Studies on Sexuality. Their work
over the past eight years has been a profound gift to this church.
Charged with daunting responsibilities, their resulting witness is
articulate. Working together amidst a diversity representative of
our church, they testify of their deepened love for one another.
The experience of these faithful servants as they in their diversity
came to these conclusions encourages us in our own diversity. No
matter our particular position on the various issues of human
sexuality, we are united by our confession of “one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.”

We prayerfully trust that God will guide this whole church in the
coming months as we walk together in our deliberative processes.
We know that our human decisions are often imperfect, but we
are confident of God’s persistent forgiveness. We are deeply
committed to the unity of this church. Whatever decisions the
assembly makes, we trust that God’s Spirit will form the wisdom
of God’s faithful people gathered in deliberative assembly. We
are prepared to stand together united in our continued service to
the Church. May the Spirit align our efforts with God’s gracious
intent.

May Almighty God grant each of us the ability to listen with
compassion and may we speak patiently. May our prayers for
God-pleasing decisions be answered abundantly.

The Conference of Bishops, March 10, 2009
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Dear Bethel Family,

| finally have a new phone number and
email address: 717-763-1296 --
cconrad63@verizon.net. The moving van
delivered my furniture on April 1st, just four
days after | arrived, and my new Clavinova
will be delivered on Friday. My family
members are helping me get settled.

| would enjoy receiving the monthly
newsletter via email.

Love to all,
Caroline

Thark !

To all the dear loving and caring souls at Bethel
Lutheran Church (that means everyone). | have
been so grateful and so moved by all the good
wishes, cards, calls, and food from you all. Even
Karsten managed two “G’s” and his name on a
card for me. Peggy was absolutely right when
she’d say she could just feel the prayers and
healing thoughts. | have always believed in the
power of prayer and | thank each one for the
church prayers and continued concern. Tom adds
his thanks, too.
Gigi Ashlock
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ORGAN DEDICATION
Sunday, May 17th
Come & share with our Bethel family as we
dedicate our new organ.




African Team

mm Ministries Crafts

Check out the jewelry and crafts that are on
display in the Fellowship Hall through May 10™.
All proceeds go the support the work of the
ministry. Remember Mother’s Day!

www.africanteamministries.org
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If you have a student graduating this year and
would like to let the congregation know, please
contact Lisa Davis so the information can be
included in the newsletter.

Just a note to let all of you choir members know
that we are listening and appreciate your time
and talents!!

A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY!
BE PART OF IT — MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

A new pictorial directory is being developed for
Bethel by Lifetouch. The new directory is
being provided at no cost to the members of
Bethel; however, you will have the opportunity
to purchase portraits. The scheduled dates for
taking the photographs are May 29 and 30.
You will be contacted in the very near future to
sign up for a date and time for your portrait.
Pets are definitely welcome!

We are looking for 100 percent participation so
we can make our new directory as complete
and up to date as possible. So mark your
calendar. If you have any questions, please
contact Angela Schmidt at (805) 461-0807.

Recent statistics suggest
that there is approximately
67% of the local population
that do not attend church.

Let’s help change that
figure and invite a friend or
neighbor to church!

And He said to them,
"Follow Me, and | will make

you fishers of men."
Matthew 4:19

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 1-2

A "Fund Raising" Rummage Sale is planned for
May 1st & 2nd in the Bethel parking lot. Items can
be brought to the Fellowship Hall anytime before
April 30.

For more information, please contact one of the
following: Jim Blaser, 461-6840;
Joyce Dawson, 238-6917;
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Synod Assembly
June 5" - 7
Sunday, June 7th will be a youth-led service.
Pastor Jan and Robert will be attending

the Synod Assembly with Chris & Lisa Dawvis.




REMINDER!

June Newsletter Deadline is
May 17th

If you have news or information

that you would like to share please
let us know. We are always
looking for items for the
newsletter!

e-mail: lisa@cd-enterprises.com

XX x Attention
ﬂoutu RALLY

Youth!

Conference Youth Rally, May 30"
St. John’s, Arroyo Grande
Grades 9-12

Skits, Speakers, Music, Service Projects
Lunch & BBQ Dinner ending with
Campfire at the Beach!

Mark Your Calendars!

Contact DJ Andersen for more information

Viexnn’s
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Retireat

Actually called Men’s Advance!
(Ask Chris why)

September 25-27", El Camino Pines

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church
Pasadena

Contact Chris Davis for more
information

%%mm
Anniversaries

This Month!

Birthdays
Joy Nielsen 1
Dalene Eimon 2
Dianne Larkins
Maddison Coons 7
John Anderson
Jan McKee 8
Lindsey Wyatt
Gladys Rood 9
Dale Gomer 10
Kathleen Schonfeldt 15
Angie Junck 16
Gary Schonfeldt 25
Mike Kosin 28

Anniversaries

Cindy & Dave Condit 3
Chris & Joe Alba 16
Darlene & Jim Blaser 19
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ADOPT-A-
HIGHWAY

Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!
Mark your calendar for May 23"

Anyone over 18 is welcome to help.
Contact Chris Davis for more information.




If you would prefer not to receive the monthly
newsletter by mail please contact or send an
email to the church office at:
office@blctempleton.org

Also, visit our Website at
www.blctempleton.org for the latest news and
activities.

Contact Chris Davis for member access.

Pentecost

On May 31, Christians around the world will
celebrate the Day of Pentecost. It's often
remembered as the church’s birthday. Before Jesus
ascended into heaven, he promised that the Holy
Spirit would come upon those who believed in his
resurrection.

Three thousand people were gathered in
Jerusalem when the Spirit came upon them. They
were so touched by the Holy Spirit that they began
to worship regularly, especially on Sundays, the
day of Christ’s resurrection.

To symbolize the “tongues, as of fire” (Acts
2:3, NRSV) that came upon the people present at
Pentecost, liturgical churches display the color red
in their worship services on Pentecost Sunday.
Many people attending worship wear red on that
day.

A Mother’s Prayer

Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me calm and
give me patience to bear the small, irritating things in
the daily routine of life. Give me tolerance and
understanding to bridge the gulf between my
generation and that of my children.

Let me not be too ready to guide my children’s
stumbling feet, but allow me to be ever near to bind
their bruises. Give me a sense of humor that | may
laugh with them but never at them. Let me refrain
from preaching with words; let me show by example
instead.

Keep me from forcing their confidences, but
give me a sympathetic ear when my children come to
me. Make me humble. Keep my children close to me,
O Lord, though miles may separate us. And let Thy
light so shine upon me that they, too, will perceive Thy
glory. Amen.

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody
This is a little story about four people: Everybody,
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.

There was an important job to be done, and Everybody
was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could
have done it, but Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that because it was
Everybody’s job. Everybody thought that Anybody could
do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when
Nobody did what Anybody could have done.

duties of this position are as follows:

stewardship;

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - APRIL 14, 2009
Organ fund is close to $28K towards a purchase price of $35K plus tax.
The position of Chairperson for the Stewardship committee is open and needs to be filled. The

Annually canvas the congregation for a stewardship effort of time, talent, and treasure;
Recruit individuals and/or couples to share their personal testimonies about

Evaluate the stewardship effort and awareness efforts on an annual basis;
Publicize stewardship thoughts throughout the year in bulletins and newsletter;
Make appropriate stewardship literature available to the congregation;

Submit an annual report to the members of the congregation.

A new pictorial church directory is in the works — stay tuned for details.
Pending fundraisers will be posted in the Fellowship Hall.

Monthly workdays are being planned for the summer months, i.e., May — August.

Council Meetings are the second Tuesdays of each month at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. In order to be kept
up to date on what concerns Bethel, all congregation members are invited to attend!
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" Dible Sty

Women’s Bible study meets the first and third
Mondays of each month at 7:00pm at Dalene
Eimon’s home. This session will be a study of
the wisdom stories of Ruth, Daniel 1-6 and
Esther. All women are welcome!

Keading through
The Bible

Reading through the Bible now meets each
Wednesday at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall.

Martha Circle

MARTHA CIRCLE will meet at noon on Tuesday,
May 19 in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a sack
lunch, and tea, coffee & refreshments will be
served. All women are welcome!

Confirmation class
Confirmation class meets Friday 3:30pm-4:30pm.

Bible Book Study

8:30am, Sunday Mornings in
the Fellowship Hall

Our stdy continues..

An in-depth study of the Gospel of Mark
continues Fridays at 10:00am. All are
welcome tO join. Please contact Pastor
Jan for more information.
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THE ANNUAL SPRING CLUSTER MEETING
(The 9 ELCA churches between Lompoc & Templeton)
for Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America was held on April 18 at Bethel Lutheran in
Santa Maria. Our own Pastor Jan & Robert
presented the program entitled "The Eden Diaries
of Adam & Eve from stories by Mark Twain". It was
both amusing & thought provoking and enjoyed by
all. If you haven't heard their dialog, don't miss it
the next time the opportunity presents itself! 12 of
us from Bethel attended. Next year's meeting will
be held in April at Hope in Atascadero.
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Loaves
And
Fishes

Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away.
You give them something to eat." "We have
here only five loaves of bread and two fish,"
they answered... Taking the five loaves and
the two fish and looking up to heaven, He gave
thanks and broke the loaves. Then He gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the people. They all ate and were
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
The number of those who ate was about five
thousand men, besides women and children.
Matthew 14; 14-21 (RSV)

A list of needed items is posted on the box ir
the Fellowship hall.




Bethel Lutheran Church
PO Box 337

295 Old County Road
Templeton, CA 93465
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Sunday Worship Service 9:30am
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