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MARCH EVENTSMARCH EVENTSMARCH EVENTSMARCH EVENTS    

 6666    World Day of Prayer 

 8 8 8 8    Special Congregational Meeting 

10101010    Council Meeting, 7:00pm 

21212121    Spring Conference, St. John’s, Arroyo 

Grande, 9:30am 

    4444    
11111111    
18181818    
25252525    

Soup Supper, 5:00pm 

  

 
 
 

Pastor: Jan Nairn 
               Office 434-1329, Alternate 434-0670 
         President: Jim Schmidt 
         Vice–President/Financial Secretary:  

             Chris Davis 
         Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
         Secretary: TBD 
         Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen, 

Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser

From the Pastor… 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS DURING LENT: 

Facing the BIG questions… 
 

During the summer of 2001, two film-makers, 
brothers Jules & Gedeon Naudet, were making a 
documentary about firefighters, on the morning of
September 11th they were in the Twin Towers. 
Separated from each other in what followed and not 
even knowing if the other had survived, they found 
their minds swirling with questions: Why am I here? 
Where am I going? What does it mean? How do I 
deal with death when it is so direct and so violent? 
But mostly they wondered:  

WHERE WAS GOD? 

The result of their questioning was a worldwide 
search for answers & revealing intimate interviews 
with 12 of the world’s most influential spiritual 
leaders resulting in a National Geographic TV special 
which is provocative, compelling, enlightening. In 
common, these spiritual leaders must face one 
inescapable fact: that it has been “some of the darkest 
moments in religious life – in all of history, when 

‘In the Name of God’ 
we kill other people.” 

The many highly emotional & controversial issues & 
questions raised in these interviews will be discussed 
during our Wednesday night gatherings during 
Lent. This discussion is for everyone, of any or no 
church, religious or spiritual background, so bring a 
friend. The discussion can be joined at any time. 

Schedule: Soup Supper, 5:00 pm, 
Discussion: 5:45 pm, Worship 6:30 pm. 
Come as you are from home or work, sports… 

Come for all or any part. Come, all are welcome. 
For more information, phone Pastor Jan at  

434-1329 or 434-0670. 
 

Mission Statement 
 
We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 
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An anonymous gift has 
been offered to Bethel for 
the purchase of a new 

organ. If you would like to 
give a special gift for this 

purpose, please designate 
your gift as Organ 
Matching Fund.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 

Services for HOLY WEEK & EASTER: 
 

April 5
th – Palm/Passion Sunday 

9:15 am Procession with Palms begins & ends on the 
church steps 

9:30 am Telling in worship of the story of Jesus’ 
Passion 
 

April 9
th
 -- Maundy Thursday 

5:00 pm Seder, in the Fellowship Hall. 
(Sign-up sheet & receipt suggestions will be available in 

the Fellowship Hall.) 
Then in Worship, follow Jesus to the garden & then 

move to the church for the traditional stripping of the 
altar recalling his hour of trial. 

 
 

April 10
th
 – Good Friday 

7 pm Meditation on the cross in the growing darkness. 
 
 

April 12
th
 – Easter Sunday 

9:30 am Festive Easter Celebration 
Join us for Breakfast at 8:30am & Easter egg hunt after 

the service. 
 
 

. 

 
 
 

Albertsons is in the process of reorganizing their 
Community Partners Program. Bethel receives a 
small portion, up to 4%, of what we spend at 
Albertson's at no cost to us but...on February 28 
that will end UNLESS you go online, before that 
date, at www.albertsonscp.com and relink your 
card. The yellow cards that say Community 
Partners, Bethel Lutheran Church will, if relinked, 
continue to give money to Bethel, but don't provide 
the sale prices that the blue plastic Preferred 
Savings Cards do. Going on line and typing in the 
number of your Preferred Savings Card will let you 
add Bethel Lutheran Church to your 'account' and 
then with one swipe of your Preferred Savings card 
you get both the sale price and a donation to 
Bethel.  
 
An alternative would be to obtain one of the 
Community Partners cards for Bethel Lutheran 
Church that can be found in the Fellowship Hall. 
On your first visit to Albertsons after Feb. 28th, 
have the cashier scan the Bethel Community 
Partners card when you scan your Preferred 
Savings Card. This should link your card to the 
church.  If you have any questions about this 
program, please contact Chris Davis. 

Daylight 

Savings 
Time Begins 

March 8th 

    
Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!    

Mark your calendar for March 7Mark your calendar for March 7Mark your calendar for March 7Mark your calendar for March 7thththth    

    
Good news! The new vests are in and 
highway cleanup has resumed.  The 

first scheduled cleanup day is 
Saturday, March 7th. Contact Chris 

Davis for more information. Anyone 
over 18 is welcome to help. 

    

 

Spring Conference AssemblySpring Conference AssemblySpring Conference AssemblySpring Conference Assembly    
    

Saturday, March 21stSaturday, March 21stSaturday, March 21stSaturday, March 21st    
St. John’s, Arroyo GrandeSt. John’s, Arroyo GrandeSt. John’s, Arroyo GrandeSt. John’s, Arroyo Grande    

9 am 9 am 9 am 9 am –––– Noon Noon Noon Noon    
 
Contact Pastor Jan for more information. 
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If you would prefer to receive the monthly 
newsletter by e-mail instead of through the mail 

please send your e-mail information to the 
church office at: 

 
office@blctempleton.org  

 
Also, visit our Website at www.blctempleton.org 

for the latest news and activities.  
Contact Chris Davis for member access. 

 
Check out the new calendar! 

Soup Suppers continue through April 1st. 
Please sign up to bring soup, bread or help set 
up/clean up. Sign up sheet is in the Fellowship 
Hall. Suppers begin at 5:00pm followed by a 
viewing and discussion on the National 
Geographic Special In God’s Name. 

 
 

 
 

Choir Rehearsals each 
Sunday after Fellowship 

 

Congratulations to the new council for 
the upcoming year! 

 
President  Jim Schmidt 
 
Vice-President / Chris Davis 
Financial Secretary 
 
Treasurer:  Joanne Cummings 
 
Council members Beverly Alderson 
   DJ Andersen 
   Larry Anderson 
   Darlene Blaser 
   Matt Heil 
 
Council Meetings are the second 
Tuesdays of each month at 7:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. In order to be kept up to 
date on what concerns Bethel, all 
congregation members are invited to 
attend!  

 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

 
A special congregational meeting to 
approve this year’s budget and  

to select a secretary 
will be held Sunday, March 8th 

After Fellowship  

The legend of the dogwood 
 
There’s a legend that the dogwood was once 
the size of the oak and other forest trees. It 
was so strong and firm that it was chosen as 
the timber for Christ’s cross. This greatly 
distressed the tree. Jesus, nailed upon it, 
sensed the tree’s regret and told it: 
 
“Because of your sorrow for my suffering, 
never again shall the dogwood grow large 
enough to be used as a cross. It shall be 
slender, bent and twisted. Its blossoms shall 
form a cross – two long and two short petals. 
And at the outer edge of each petal will be 
nail prints, brown with rust and stained with 
red. In the center of the flower shall be a 
crown of thorns. And all who see it will
remember ….” 



Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
 
Dick Blomquist   1 
Linnaea Hill-Cunha  
 
Dianne Anderson   3 
 
Helga Ball    5 
 
Nicholas Anthony   10 
 
Karen Erickson   11 
 
Ella Hanchett   25 
 
Diane Keohen   27 
 
Dave Condit    29 
 
Willy Cunha    30  
 
 
                   Anniversaries 
 
Gunther & Virginia Junck  10 
 
Gary & Nancy Schonfeldt  21 
   
 

 
REMINDER! 

 
April Newsletter Deadline is               

March 22nd 
 

If you have news or information 
that you would like to share please 
contact Lisa Davis. We are always 

looking for items for the 
newsletter.  

Attention Youth!Attention Youth!Attention Youth!Attention Youth!    
 

Conference Youth Rally, May 29Conference Youth Rally, May 29Conference Youth Rally, May 29Conference Youth Rally, May 29thththth    
St. John’s, Arroyo GrandeSt. John’s, Arroyo GrandeSt. John’s, Arroyo GrandeSt. John’s, Arroyo Grande    

 

Grades 9-12 
 

Skits, Speakers, Music, Service 
Projects 

Lunch & BBQ Dinner ending with  
Campfire at the Beach! 

 
Mark Your Calendars! 

 
Contact DJ Andersen for more information 

    
    

 

 
 

Congratulations to 
Bob Koch and his wife 
On the birth of their 

Granddaughter!
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Men’s AdvanceMen’s AdvanceMen’s AdvanceMen’s Advance    
    

September 25-27th, El Camino Pines 
 

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church 
Pasadena 

 
Contact Chris Davis for more information 
 

 
Lutheran Retreats, Camps and 

Conferences 
 

Lantern Hill– Mexico service trip 
 

Campers in grades 9 – 12 
Aug. 1-7 (Sat. - Fri.) 

Cost: $400 
 

Join us as we cross the border and head for 
Lantern Hill, right on the beach in Ensenada, 
Mexico. LRCC counselors will guide the way. 
Our hosts, JJ and Abbey Williams, will lead us 
through a week of service and community 

building that will transform your perspective and 
deepen your friendships. You will be stretched 
by the experience, but made stronger at the 

same time! 
 

 Check out Lantern Hill at 
www.lanternonthehill.com 

 
F””F””F””F””At beach camp and our Lantern HillAt beach camp and our Lantern HillAt beach camp and our Lantern HillAt beach camp and our Lantern Hill–––– Mexico Service  Mexico Service  Mexico Service  Mexico Service 
project weeks we have bonfires and worship on the beach.project weeks we have bonfires and worship on the beach.project weeks we have bonfires and worship on the beach.project weeks we have bonfires and worship on the beach.    
,  
  

Buckle on the straps 

 

A cowboy once offered this sensible notion of 
living the Christian faith: 
 
“Lotsa folks who’d really like to do right think 
that servin’ the Lord just means shoutin’ 
themselves hoarse praisin’ his name. “Well, I’ll 
tell ya how I look at that. I’m workin’ here fer 
Jim. Now, if I’d sit around the house here tellin’ 
what a good fella Jim is, and singin’ songs to 
him, and gettin’ up in the night to serenade him, 
I’d be doin’ just like a lot of Christians do. But I 
wouldn’t suit Jim, and I’d get fired mighty quick. 
“But when I buckle on my straps and hustle 
among the hills and see that Jim’s herd is all 
right and not sufferin’ fer water and feed, or 
bein’ off the range and branded by cattle thieves, 
well then, I’m servin’ Jim the way he wants to be 
served.”  
 
 

 
 
At a local park, John was served a free lunch by 
“Friends Feeding Friends,” a project of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Concord, Calif., and 
supported by a grant from ELCA World Hunger. 
Volunteers helped John prepare for his next 
several job interviews. They took him to get a 
haircut, grooming supplies, clothes, and stocked 
him with extra food so he could look and feel his 
best. Six months later, John returned to the park, 
well-dressed and smiling. He had a job! “You 
believed in me when I didn’t believe in myself,” he 
said. He handed the volunteers a donation, so that 
they could continue helping others. 
 
When it began in 2004, “Friends Feeding Friends” 
served 58 people. Now, volunteers are able to 
prepare and serve homemade meals to 200 
individuals who are low income or homeless. 
Project director Dana Deniston said, “We want our 
food to be homemade and served with love.” In 
addition to serving meals, they provide everything 
from school supplies to dog food in order to meet 
the specific needs of their new friends. 

ELCA World Hunger fights hunger around the 
world and around the corner though relief, 
development, education, and advocacy. Your gifts 
support “Friends Feeding Friends” and more than 
200 other domestic hunger projects. 

     From the synod newsletter 

 

John had a good paying job 
in computers in the San 
Francisco Bay area—then he 
was laid off. As months grew 
into years without a new job, 
John sold his possessions 
and went hungry. 
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Reading through Reading through Reading through Reading through     

The BibleThe BibleThe BibleThe Bible    
 

Reading through the Bible continues on 
Friday’s at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall.  

 

Martha Circle 
 
The March meeting of Martha Circle will be at noon 

on St. Patrick's Day, the 17th in the Fellowship Hall. 

We don't have a special program planned yet, but at 

our February meeting we decided that this year we 

would, in addition to the school kits like we 

assembled for Lutheran World Relief last year, add 

infant layettes. We plan to involve the whole 

congregation in this outreach project, and more 

information will be available soon. 

 
 

 
 
 
“To allow the hungry to remain hungry 

would be blasphemy against God and 
one’s neighbor, for what is nearest to God 
is precisely the need of one’s neighbor. It is 

for the love of Christ, which belongs as 
much to the hungry as to myself, that I 

share my bread with them and that I share 
my dwelling with the homeless. If the 
hungry do not attain to faith, then the guilt 

falls on those who refused them bread. To 
provide the hungry with bread is to prepare 
the way for the coming of grace.” 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer    

 
 
A list of needed items is posted on the box in 
the Fellowship hall.  
 
 
 

Women’s Bible study meets the first and 
third Mondays of each month at 7:00pm at 
Dalene Eimon’s home. This session will be 
a study of the wisdom stories of Ruth, 
Daniel 1-6 and Esther. All women are 
welcome! 

 

Loaves 

And 

Fishes 

 
 

A study of the Book of Mark has 
started. Please contact Pastor Jan for 

more information. 

 
 

Confirmation class meets Friday afternoons 

3:30pm-4:30pm 
 

 
Bible Book Study 

 
Sunday Mornings 

8:30am 
Fellowship Hall 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education and Nursery 

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Pastor Jan Nairn 
434-1329 


