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Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, are joyfully called 

and committed to share with and serve others. 

 
 

 
  

 

Pastor Russ’ Reflections…Pastor Russ’ Reflections…Pastor Russ’ Reflections…Pastor Russ’ Reflections…    
    
Dear Friends in Christ, 
    I am so looking forward to the 4th of July in 
Templeton!  We will be having a united worship service 
in the park at 9am along with many other Christian 
denominations in town.  So, that means there will NOT 
be our usual 9:30am service at Bethel.  Bring a lawn 
chair, blanket, sunhat and sunscreen and be ready to enjoy 
the worship of God in the park.  The Presbyterian Praise 
Band will be leading songs as well as our newly formed 
Bethel Bluegrass Band.   
 

    The parade follows at 10:30am.  The bake sale is on so 
come and help us out.  We’ll have the church doors open 
to show off our sanctuary to the community. 
 

     I think it is a good thing for the various denominations 
of the Christian Church to come together.  We may not be 
united in all matters doctrinal, nor unified in practice.  
But, we all agree that Jesus Christ is Lord of the Church.  
And we can work together in mission…ECHO being just 
one example of many churches coming together for a 
good cause:  Helping the hungry and homeless of our 
area. 
 

     Let us pray for unity in Christ’s Church.  And let us 
pray for our country still in need of God’s guidance. 
        In Christ, 

                                                Pastor RussPastor RussPastor RussPastor Russ    
 
 
An all new study in the Book of Jonah continues 
every Monday, 10:00am, in the Bridal Room.  
Perhaps you haven't read this story since Sunday 
School days.  This isn't just a big fish story!  It is 
actually a very contemporary commentary on 
current events, like getting along with people we 
really don't like.  Join Pastor Russ and your Bethel 
friends.  And bring your Bible. 

Interim Pastor: Russ Gordon, Office 434-1329 
President: Jim Schmidt 
Vice-president: Elise Bates 
Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
Secretary: Kristin Spears 
Council: Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser,                                   
 Dick Blomquist, Joyce Dawson, Matt Heil 
Financial Secretary: Chris Davis 

 

 
 
 

The remodel of the 
Fellowship Hall is 

expected to be 
completed any day! 

 

Watch the bulletin for more 
information! 
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Please e-mail articles to:  
office@blctempleton.org 

August 
Newsletter 
Deadline is 
  July 18th! 

 
 

Community Worship Service  
 Templeton Park  

Sunday, July 4th at 9:00am  
 

There will be no worship service at Bethel that day. 
 

 Worship with us as one people before we celebrate our nation's heritage together! 
Stay and watch the parade after the service. 

 
Participating churches include Bethel Lutheran, Templeton Assembly of God, Templeton Community, 

Templeton Presbyterian and Vintage Community Churches.   

    

 
 
 

Lisa will be on vacation  
August 3rd – 10th 

    
Volunteers are needed to cover the office. 

If you are able to help any of that time  
Please call Lisa at the office  
Tues. – Fri., 9:00am-2:00pm. 

 

Don’t worry. The bulletin will already be done 
so there will be no computer work necessary! 

 

 
 

Friday, July 16th & 
Saturday July 17th  

 

If you need help with hauling larger items 
please call Jim Blaser, 461-6840.  

 

Volunteers are needed to help set up 
Wednesday, July 14th & Thursday, July 15th. 

 

Contact Jim if you can help. 

 
 

Sunday, July 4th 
 

Please bring your goodies to the church  
by 8:30am that morning.  

Contact Jim Blaser if you have any questions. 
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   & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 
 

      Megan Miller       1 
 

   Delores Anderson       10 
   Shirley Blomquist     

   Elizabeth Larsen       14 
 

   Elaine Sigurdson       17     

   Geri Eriksen       18       

   Kathy Pry        19 
 

   Eileen McAulay       22 
 

   Ruth Sheffer       28 
 

   Joanne Cummings      30 
 

   Chris Davis        31 
 

Anniversaries 
 

   John & Laural Anderson       3 
 

   John & Jane Osborne       4 
 

   Gary & Kathy Rubin       7 
 

   Bob & Alice Koch             17 
 

   Warren & Beverly Alderson      23 
 

   Andy & Delores Anderson      27 
 
 

If we do not have your birthday or anniversary 
listed please leave a message in the office. 

 

 
 

This is Christmas in July month! 
 

Items requested include: 
Soup; Boxed Cold Cereal; Tomato Sauce; 
Canned Tuna, Sweet Potatoes, Spaghetti 

Sauce, Tomatoes, Fruit & Vegetables;  
Peanut Butter; Dry Pasta; 

Canned meat 
 

Donation box is located in the back of the 
church 

ECHO FUNDRAISING BBQ 
Tuesday, July 27th, 5-7:00pm 

Atascadero Lake Park 
Free concert 7-8pm 

 

$12/adult 
$10/senior 

$6/children 11 & under 
 

Buy tickets even if you can’t come and 
meal will be given to a homeless client. 
ECHO doesn’t serve a meal that night. 

 

Order forms are on the back table in the church. 

 
 
 

The Sunday School The Sunday School The Sunday School The Sunday School fundraiser for God's 
Global Barnyard continues. Everyone is 
encouraged to contribute to the "piggy bank" 
at the back of the church.  
  

GOD’S 
GLOBAL 

BARNYARD 

Loaves  
& Fishes 

ECHO DINNER 
Thursday, July 29th 

It is Bethel’s turn to provide dinner to the 

homeless at the El Camino Homeless Shelter. A 

signup sheet will be available on Sundays. 

Contact Bev Alderson if you would like to serve or 

provide food. 
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MARTHA CIRCLE 
 

MARTHA CIRCLE chose officers for the coming 
year at our June meeting at GiGi Ashlock's in 
Cambria. They are: Treasurer, Kathy Pry; Secretary, 
DJ Andersen; Vice president, Dianne Larkins; 
President, Dalene Eimon. We won't be meeting 
formally in July & August, but will get together "just 
for fun" on July 20th at DJ's. 
 

As always, bring a sack lunch. 

Outreach of a Small Church 
By Beverly Alderson 

 

     At the time, we are in the process of doing surveys of our congregation in preparation for calling a 
fulltime pastor. We have goals to “attract more persons” to attend. We perceive that if we slightly 
change how we look or act or sound that this will make a difference. This may or may not happen. 
What makes a difference is what we really are doing. It’s like thinking that if we change, someone will 
love us more; when what we really do will make a difference; as it is we are okay. 
 

     When we help others in need we are reaching out far beyond the walls of this church building – 
this is how we grow in ways that make a true difference. It may not change how many persons attend 
church on Sunday morning but is that the most important thing to happen to us? Not really; but by 
reaching out to others we really are much larger than the numbers show that are in church on 
Sunday morning. Sunday mornings are such a small part of our lives. It takes up maybe at best half a 
day, if that. As a matter of fact, could we look or sound or act any different? Well, just look at where 
we worship. Our building is antique and most of us are antiques too or at least grandparents. 
 

     Few or none of the folks who come to ECHO and to Loaves and Fishes will ever be at home in our 
church, but we can enlarge ourselves by our outreach to them. This is giving what we have and what 
we are. Do we need to be large in numbers here in our little church? Do we have to be young? Not 
necessarily, just have a large and thankful heart. What we can do is pray for our youth and support 
their efforts. It is like I’ve heard it said, “If a grandmother is praying for you – look out because God 
answers grandparents’ prayers.” We are grandparents and have time to do God’s work with our 
hands. Parents need our support because they are busy just being parents in today’s world. 
 

     We have time to do projects for Lutheran World Relief and this stretches our walls of our little old 
church far beyond where we could go. The school kits and health kits we have done in the past do 
help the youth. Our historic antique church in this community is a witness to how God has sustained 
us even when we’ve been small but in this way we are big! Let’s be big in our outreach in as many 
ways as possible. There is work to be done and we can do it! 

 

MMEENN’’SS    
AADDVVAANNCCEE  

    

Sept. 24-26th  

 El Camino Pines 

The Advance is a weekend gathering of men to 
study and be strengthened by God’s Word.

 
 

This year’s theme is Building up the Body 
 

Contact Chris Davis for more information.  

 
 

MONDAY EVENING  
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Will take a break until September 20th 
 

Our new study will be  
"People of God: Unity in the Midst of Diversity." 
 

Nature's Creed 
I believe in the brook as it wanders from hillside into glade;  
I believe in the breeze as it whispers when evening shadows fade.  
I believe in the roar of the river as it dashes from high cascade;  
I believe in the cry of the tempest amid the thunder’s cannonade.  
I believe in the light of shining stars; I believe in the sun and the moon;  
I believe in the flash of lightning; I believe in the night-bird’s croon.  
I believe in the faith of flowers; I believe in the rock and sod;  
For in all of these appeareth clear the handiwork of God.  
                                                                                 —Anonymous 
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Listen, God Is Calling 
 

   This was the theme of the 23rd Annual Assembly of the SoWest Cal Synod of the ELCA held June 3-5 at the LA Marriot 
Hotel at Burbank Airport. The Assembly opened with a very moving worship service and continued into business sessions 
where we heard from Bishop Nelson, Bishop Hansen & members of Synod council. Bishop Finck greeted us from Pacifica 
Synod. The first of four Bible Studies led by Dr. Julia Lambert Fogg, head of the Religion Dept. at CLA, dealt with Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians. Rev. Stephen Marsh, Bishop of the SE Michigan Synod was a dynamic keynote speaker at dinner, 
speaking on the Parable of Jesus at the well with the Samaritan woman which was fitting since the theme was evangelism. 
The next day started with Matin Service, Bible Study and greeting from the national Bishop’s representative Rev. Villalon 
who informed us that our synod leads nationally as a welcoming church for people of color and immigrants. We have given 
$600,000 in Mission Support & $27 million in mission investments. With neighboring synods, congregations and the 
National Church, we support 8 seminaries, 250 missionaries, and gave $8 million in earthquake relief to Haiti. Business 
sessions included electing the Synod Treasurer, Secretary, council and Churchwide Assembly 2011 voting members.  
Resolutions approved were Safeguarding Congregations; Support for Prop. 15, CA Fair Elections Act; and Gender Equality 
for Women. Four resolutions were referred back to Synod Council for action and three were defeated.  Treasurers Report 
and 2011 Budget were also approved. 
   Dr. Chris Kimball, CLU President reported that there were 6,000 applicants to CLU this year. There is a large building 
program in place; the old football field will be replaced by a new stadium; the old “chicken coops” (original classrooms) will 
be replaced by new classrooms. We contribute to many of the exciting happenings at CLU through some of our synod 
offerings. 
     We had an inspiring panel discussion on evangelism with representatives of the Moravian Church, the Methodist Church, 
the Episcopal Church & United Church of Christ. They discussed their experiences and gave us their opinions of what was 
successful. We need to create indigenous forms of worship, go outside our walls and meet people where they are, equip 
them with the Gospel, love them for them and be welcoming, change evangelism from a noun to a verb, we must live and 
tell the Good News. Assembly closed with worship, the Rite of Ordination of two persons, ELM and Academia (Spanish 
language program) graduations.                                                             
 

Joyce Dawson, Delegate 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF RESPONDS TO GROWING FOOD CRISIS IN NIGER 
News Release from LWR 

     Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has received a grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to address Niger’s growing 
food crisis. With the $949,959 grant, LWR will work with more than 40,000 people in the rural Kalfou municipality to meet 
immediate needs for food as well as reduce their vulnerability to future crises.  
     Landlocked and drought-prone, Niger is one of the world’s poorest countries. This spring, Niger’s government confirmed 
the critical situation, finding nearly half of the country’s population to be food insecure. Drought has severely affected crop 
production, and increased prices have made the food that is available in markets out of reach for the poorest families. Most 
rural communities have already depleted whatever food they had in reserve, and will not harvest again until October. Many 
families that raise small livestock have sold their animals so they can buy grain, leaving them without a source of milk or meat 
in their diets or a future source of income. LWR’s approach, built on experience successfully responding to a similar crisis in 
Niger in 2005, will address the immediate emergency needs while also laying the groundwork for a sustainable future, 
equipping rural communities to break the cycle of recurring food crises.  
     A cash-for-work program for 27,000 people will put much-needed money in the hands of rural families, providing cash in 
exchange for labor to rehabilitate dams and wells and build structures for soil and water conservation. The money that families 
earn will enable them to buy food now to get them through the “hungry season,” and the work they do on water systems and 
soil conservation will help improve their agricultural yields in the future and make them less vulnerable to future droughts. 
     In addition to the cash-for-work program, LWR will also provide goats and sheep to help restock depleted herds. LWR will 
work within the traditional habbanayé system, working through local women’s associations to manage and coordinate the 
distribution of 1,500 animals in addition to training on animal husbandry. The program will also establish five community-run 
feed banks to ensure year-round access to animal feed.  
     “We are thrilled to continue and expand our relationship with the Gates Foundation to fund this initiative to address the 
immediate food security needs and long-term recovery for the families affected by this crisis in Niger,” said Tim McCully, 
LWR’s vice president for international programs. “In everything we do at LWR, we are working to build resilient communities. 
This means not just providing emergency aid, but working side by side with communities to put them on a track for a better 
future.” 
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Remember in your prayers: Jean Rouff, Lynn Caton, Gunther Junck, Gladys Rood,  
Brian Schonfeldt, Hope Lutheran Church during their time of pastoral transition 
Continued healing: Sandy Viborg 
Family: Carol von Ehrenkrook's father, Donald; Gigi's grandson, Shane;  
Friends: Dan, Jesse, Joel, John, Johnny, Madeline, Marion, Sandi, Sheila Erb, Tom, 
Pastor Scott Bond 
Our homebound: Audrey Griswold, Elizabeth Larsen, Frances Weygandt 
  

     “The Lord Is My Song, the Lord Is My Praise” (ELW #751) that we sang recently during 
Communion reminded me of a scripture verse that Pat Boone quoted almost forty years ago:  “The 
Lord inhabits the praises of His people” (paraphrase from Psalm 22:3). That is powerful! The Lord 
is alive in our praise.     
 

     An all-time favorite of Lutherans everywhere is “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of 
Creation.”  The words and music are from the 1600’s and yet, speak to us today (see v. 3 – “Ponder 
anew what the Almighty can do if with His love He befriend you”). Another energetic praise song 
(Bethel Bluegrass Band Sunday) is “Lord, I lift your Name on high. Lord, I love to sing your 
praises.” This contemporary (is ©1989 still contemporary?) praise song is sure to become a favorite 
at Bethel and goes to prove that different musical styles proclaim the same praise when we are 
singing with heart and soul. 
 

     Sometimes the words of a song of praise are sung to more contemplative music. “Glorious is 
Your Name, O Jesus, Praises to Your Name” says what we enter into at Bethel:  “I feel your 
presence in this place, Your Spirit makes me whole; I can feel His warm embrace and all the joy 
within my soul.” 
 

       Soli Deo Gloria 
            Brian Lindsey 

   Songs of Praise 
 

 

VACATION TIME 
 

Someone has said, “Vacation is what you take when you can’t take what you’ve been taking any longer.”  

 

There are good reasons to take a vacation every year: spending time with friends and loved ones, 
experiencing physical and mental refreshment, enjoying changes in scenery and routine, and preparing for 
another year of productivity.  

 

Please enjoy your vacation! Try to be faithful to the Lord by attending church while you’re away, if you 
have the opportunity.  

 

Just remember that during vacations and weekend getaways, you’re especially missed by your friends at 
church. The work of the church suffers because no one can fill your place of responsibility quite like you.  

 

God’s work goes on all summer long. Your presence and gifts are needed to enable the church to be 
strong and vigorous throughout the entire year. When you’re away, please bring or send your offering 
before you go.  

 

Have a wonderful summer! 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Interim Pastor Russ Gordon 
(805) 434-1329 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


