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JJJJ U L Y  U L Y  U L Y  U L Y  EVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTS     

 4 4 4 4    Fourth of July Fundraising Bake SaleFourth of July Fundraising Bake SaleFourth of July Fundraising Bake SaleFourth of July Fundraising Bake Sale    

11111111    Highway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30am    

14141414    Council Meeting, 7:00pmCouncil Meeting, 7:00pmCouncil Meeting, 7:00pmCouncil Meeting, 7:00pm    

15151515    Potluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pmPotluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pmPotluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pmPotluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pm    

20202020----
24242424    

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School    

30303030    ECHO DinnerECHO DinnerECHO DinnerECHO Dinner    

 
Check Calendar for Additional Activities 

Pastor: Jan Nairn 
               Office 434-1329, Alternate 434-0670 
         President: Jim Schmidt 
         Vice–President/Financial Secretary:  

             Chris Davis 
         Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
         Secretary: Angela Schmidt 
         Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen,  
               Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser 
  
   
  

 

 

 

A few random thoughts… 

This coming Sunday, we will hear a reading from 
Paul’s Second Letter to the church at Corinth. The 
passage is essentially a Stewardship appeal for a 
collection being carried out throughout the 
churches for those suffering economic hardship & 
hunger in Jerusalem. Several things are familiar 
here... The offering was already a part of the 
Sunday service in these earliest accounts of the 
church (the 4-part shape & content of the service 
we know today was recorded by the middle of the 
next century). Unfortunately, their apparent 
resistance is familiar too: how can we help when 
we have so little ourselves. There are also 
differences: the offerings were for distribution to 
those in need. They had no institution to support, 
much less aging buildings & over-due repairs! The 
whole thing is an interesting reflection of what is 
essential for the church past/present/future, a 
subject much on my mind as I look back at 
treasured memories & also in review of some of 
the hopes & dreams I had coming here. So, a few 
random thoughts, reflections, etc… 
1. I was thrilled to come to a church with Bethel’s 

history & traditions. When I first got the 
congregational profile I immediately phoned 
the Synod to ask if the building was really
completed in 1891 – too good to be true, I 
thought!  I was sold. In an early sermon 
(speaking, as always, more to myself than 
anyone else) I commented that we were a 
church not a museum. The point being that 
institutions (corporation, council, committees) 
& buildings are there for the sake of the work 
God is doing in this community, for what 
happens outside of our historic brick walls. WE 
ARE BETHEL, a home that fixes to place & 
time, but we are CHURCH always on the 
move, always changing.. Some years ago I 
asked for suggestions for a Bethel mascot, 
Mike Kosin suggested a turtle. Perfect! 
                                                        Con’t on pg. 2 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 

“America stands on two great pillars — faith and 
morality. Without these, our foundation crumbles.” 
 

—George Washington 
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August Newsletter Deadline is               
July 19th 

 

Please e-mail articles to:   
lisa@cd-enterprises.com 

 
 
The call process for a new Pastor has officially begun and 
has started with a meeting between our Bishop and the 
Church council on June 21, 2009.  The process we are 
about to experience has been designed to help us move 
thoughtfully, purposefully, and effectively to better ensure 
our satisfying the goals and mission this congregation. 
 

Between now and the time we bid farewell to Pastor Jan 
and Robert, the Church Council will oversee the forming 
of a “Mission Exploration Team” (MET) whose purpose 
will be to identify what we the congregation of Bethel 
Lutheran Church perceive our new mission opportunities 
to be. 
 

The Church Council will also oversee the forming of a 
“Call Committee” that will be responsible to recommend a 
candidate to the congregation once the selected 
candidate has been approved by the Bishop and the 
Church Council.  The candidate selected will be one who 
is perceived likely to best satisfy the needs of the 
congregation as well as the new mission opportunities as 
set forth by the Mission Exploration Team. 
 

In the meantime, and while the process to identify and 
select a new pastor is being worked, we will satisfy our 
pastoral needs through the following: 
 

1. “Sunday Supply,” i.e., guest pastors to conduct 
our Sunday services until an interim is assigned.  
In our case, this may not be needed. 

2. “Interim Pastor,” i.e., a pastor that will handle all 
pastoral duties between the time Pastor Jan 
departs, and we contract with a new pastor. 

 

It’s a bittersweet situation we find ourselves in, i.e., losing 
Pastor Jan, but by the same token, it’s an opportunity to 
challenge ourselves and pursue new ideas, a different 
direction, enhancing what we have, reaching out to the 
un-churched, etc. 
 

The challenge we face is a significant one, but one that 
we as a congregation working together with the help and 
guidance of our Heavenly Father, can and will handle and 
ultimately be extremely pleased with what we’ve 
accomplished. 
 
In Christ, 
Jim Schmidt 
Council President 
 

2. Having said that… We have an invaluable & 
sacred trust from the past & for our community. 
Our history & these buildings are a gift, they are a 
blessing – a mixed blessing, but they are our
blessing & give us a unique & irreplaceable 
identity. There is a wonderful variety of churches 
in our area, each with a valuable role to play. We 
could imitate their successes but nobody can be us, 
only we can do that. If we don’t, no one will. (and
this is most vital when it comes to being Lutheran
Christians. Don’t get me started – I’m that most 
dangerous thing, a convert!)  

3. Speaking of remembering the past for the sake of 
the future… a few years ago at an Annual General 
Meeting, the church established an Endowment 
Fund. A fund in which only interest is spent, it is 
designed to assure that the work & legacy of a 
congregation is preserved for future generations. 
Many churches the age of Bethel have quite 
substantial ones (we can hope!). At the moment (as 
far as I know) only one sizable gift has gone into 
this fund, given by Peggy Jenkins from Lyle’s 
estate. They are now part of the gift that is Bethel. 
In the near future Bethel will be invited to join 
other conference churches in training sessions to 
encourage legacy giving as part of regular 
stewardship.  Such gifts for structured so that 
family & other beneficiaries are not impacted –
only the IRS! Please watch for this opportunity. If 
you wish to contact the regional estate planner, an 
employ of ELCA church-wide, please ask. 

 

May (you continue to) know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints. 
 

In joy & thanksgiving for all that Bethel is… 
 

Pastor JanPastor JanPastor JanPastor Jan    
 

Next time, more random thoughts, in no particular 
order…  

Con’t from pg. 1 
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Highway Cleanup July 11th!Highway Cleanup July 11th!Highway Cleanup July 11th!Highway Cleanup July 11th!    
    

Thank you to Dianne Anderson, Roy 
McKee & Chris Davis for cleaning the 

highway in June! 
    

Anyone over 18 is welcome to help.  
Contact Chris Davis for more information. 

 
 

Monday, Thursday & Friday 
9:00am to 1:00pm 

 

Please note that the hours may be a bit flexible 
when family issues arise. Messages can be left on 
the office answering machine or you can send an 
email to office@blctempleton.org. 
 

Office help will be needed Aug. 3-7 while Lisa is 
on vacation. Please call the church office if you 
would like to help. 

 

The church is having a bake 
sale on the 4th of July at the 
church. Please bring your 
baked goods to the church on 
Friday, July 3rd or early 
morning of the 4th. We will set 
up outside so we are visible to 
the people that come to watch 
the parade.  
 

Thank you in advance, 
Jim Blaser & the Fund Raising 
Committee 

Office 
Hours 

 
 

IN HONOR OF PASTOR JAN & ROBERT 
 

On Sunday, August 2nd, we will be having a 
Barbeque for Pastor Jan and Robert at the 
church. This will be to honor them for their time of 
service to us and to give them a great send off on 
their journey. The time will be posted at a later 
date (late afternoon). A sign up sheet will be 
posted in the Fellowship Hall. If you have 
questions, call Darlene Blaser, 461-6840 or  
610-0881. 

Adam & Eve, July 24Adam & Eve, July 24Adam & Eve, July 24Adam & Eve, July 24thththth 
 

Mark your calendars, July 24th, 7:00pm 
For an evening with Adam and Eve! 

 

Pastor Jan and Robert will be performing 
their skit during this fun filled evening. 
The evening will start with appetizers and 
wine as well as coffee, tea and dessert in 
the Fellowship Hall. We will then adjourn 
to the Sanctuary for organ music and the 
presentation by Pastor Jan and Robert. 
This will be a fundraiser for Property and 
Organ/Music. The price of each ticket is a 
minimum $5.00 donation. You will be 
hearing more about this fundraiser in 
church. 
 

BEYOND OUR DIFFERENCES 
 

The salad potluck and discussion session held 
June 17th was well attended. After enjoying 
dinner, the DVD titled “Beyond Our Differences” 
was viewed and discussion followed. The 
meetings are to broaden our knowledge and give 
us an understanding to living our faith. The next 
potluck/discussion is scheduled for July 15th with 
dinner starting at 6:00pm and the program 
starting at 7:00pm. Plan to attend and invite 
someone to join you. 
 

Thank you to Dick Blomquist for organizing this 
study and being our Parish Education Chairman! 
 

 July 30th we will be serving dinner at 
the El Camino Homeless Shelter. 

More information will be available during 
community time at Sunday services or 

contact Bev Alderson. 
 

              “There but for the grace of God go I” 
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Birthdays 

 
 

Elizabeth Larsen   1 
Megan Miller 
     

Delores Anderson   10 
Shirley Blomquist     
 

Elaine Sigurdson   17 
 

Geri Eriksen    18 
 

Byron Devendorf   19 
Kathy Pry 
 

Eileen McAulay   22 
 

Tom Ashlock    24 
 

Craig Hoeschen   25 
 

Ruth Sheffer    28 
 

Joanne Cummings   30 
Nancy Hill-Cunha    
 

Chris Davis    31 
 
 

                   Anniversaries 
 

John & Laural Anderson  3 
 

Gary & Kathy Rubin   7 
 

Warren & Beverly Alderson 23 
 

Andy & Delores Anderson  27 
    

 
 

July�20�–�24th��
�

Kelsey�Kosin�is�organizing�Vacation�Bible�
School�as�a�project�for�Girl�Scouts.�Please�
contact�her�if�you�know�of�someone�who�

is�interested�in�attending.�

 

Children’s Bulletin Activities 

Children’s bulletin activities are available 
each Sunday. Ushers will give each child a 

“Kid’s Celebrate” activity bulletin for use in 
church or after the service for family 

follow-up of that Sunday’s lesson.  Enjoy! 

 
 

Congratulations to this year’s 
confirmands! 

 

Ande Miller 
Lindsey Wyatt 

Ole Viborg 
 

Watch upcoming newsletters for a 
copy of the confirmands speeches.  

They will be printed as space 
permits. 

Better late than never 
A few years ago, 97-year-old Edmond Fryar became a 
pastor in North Carolina. When someone asked him 
why he waited so long to be ordained, he answered, “I 
wanted to be sure God was talking to me.” 
 Christians don’t need to wait for God to tell them 
that they’re needed to serve. Not only is this the day the 
Lord has made, it’s the day Christians have kingdom 
work to do.  
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Congratulations to Ben Rubin, 
Son of Kathy & Gary Rubin! 

Ben graduated from 
Templeton High School 

On June 11th 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reading Through The BibleReading Through The BibleReading Through The BibleReading Through The Bible    
Reading through the Bible will not be 
meeting during the summer months.   

  
 

Martha Circle will not be meeting in July & 
August but will resume on September 
15th.  

    
    

Actually called Men’s Advance! 
 

SSSSeptember 25eptember 25eptember 25eptember 25----27272727thththth, El Camino Pines, El Camino Pines, El Camino Pines, El Camino Pines    
 

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church 
Pasadena 

 

Contact Chris Davis for more information.  
He went last year & will be attending this    
year.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A list of needed items is posted on the box in 
the Fellowship hall.  
 

Women’s Bible Study’s last 
meeting for the summer 
will be July 6th at 7:00pm. 
The group will resume 
September 21st at Dalene 
Eimon’s home in Paso 
Robles.  

Loaves 

And 

Fishes 

 
 

Bible Book Study 
 
8:30am, Sunday Mornings 

in the Fellowship Hall 

…and if you spend yourselves in behalf 
of the hungry and satisfy the needs of 
the oppressed, then your light will rise 
in the darkness, and your night will 
become like the noonday. 
      Isaiah 58:10 

An in-depth study of the 
Gospel of Mark will 
continue each Friday at 
10:00am thru July 24th. 

 
 

 

 
 

Martha Martha Martha Martha 
CircleCircleCircleCircle    
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS – JUNE 16, 2009 
 

• We have contracted with a custodial service to clean our sanctuary and the fellowship hall. 
Hearty thanks to those special people who have cleaned for us while we were without a service. 

 
• Final organ installation is complete. Additional speakers will be added to the rear area of the 

sanctuary. 
 

• Our Welcoming Ministry is looking for team members. Call Darlene Blaser at 461-6840. This is 
an opportunity to help our church family’s growth. 

 
• Fourth of July Fund Raiser – see Jim Blaser or Joyce Dawson for details. Also see article on 

page 3 of this newsletter. 
 

• Church/Parsonage work day is scheduled for Saturday, July 11 at 8:00 am. 
   

• Positions that continue to be unfilled are: 
 
�       Stewardship Chairperson 
� Evangelism Chairperson 
 

          Co-chairs or task teams can be formed. Any creative ideas are welcome. 
 

The 22nd annual Southwest California Synod Assembly was held on the campus of California Lutheran University in 
Thousand Oaks, June 5-7, 2009.  Lisa and I attended as delegates representing our congregation, along with Pastor Jan.  
The theme of this year's assembly was “I was in prison and you visited me.” 
 
The CLU campus seemed to be a perfect venue for the assembly.  The opening Eucharist was held in Samuelson 
Chapel on Friday afternoon.  It was quite an experience to hear everyone in the chapel singing, accompanied by the 
huge pipe organ. 
 
The business sessions for the assembly were held in the Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center.  This is a new facility, which 
was constructed within the last few years.  Pastor Jan found us seating in the second row, right in front of the stage. 
 
The assembly agenda was very busy.  There were reports from various agencies throughout the Synod,  we had Bible 
study, there were guest speakers and some Synod business was conducted as well.  We had an opportunity to vote for 
candidates, who were seeking Synod positions.  We also voted on some resolutions involving various issues, from 
human sexuality to allowing lay leaders to conduct the rite of Holy Communion.  Although there were 7 resolutions 
before the assembly, the assembly only voted on 3 resolutions.  Of the 4 resolutions that were not voted on by the 
assembly, 2 of them were not offered for a vote because of a lack of sufficient time during the session.  This was a little 
bit of a disappointment for me because I had studied each resolution and was looking forward to casting a vote for or
against. 
 
On Saturday morning, a panel discussion titled “Reflections From the Field: Corrections Systems and Prison 
Ministries” was schedule, which was moderated by Dr. Guy Erwin.  The panel included Michael Carrington, former 
Deputy Secretary for the California Department of Corrections; Chaplain Ken Crawford, Los Angeles Police 
Department; Rev. Donna Duensing, Adjunct Professor of Public Ministry at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary; 
and Father Michael Kirkness, Chaplain for the Federal Correctional Institution at Terminal Island.  I found the panel 
discussion to be very interesting.  Ken Crawford spoke of the early part of his law enforcement career.  His descriptions 
reminded me a little of my own beginning in law enforcement. 
 
In addition to the business sessions, there were numerous workshops, a choral presentation, and several worship 
services.  It was a very inspirational weekend enjoyed by both of us.   
 

Chris Davis 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education and Nursery 

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Pastor Jan Nairn 
434-1329 


