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Just before graduating from seminary, Dan 
Bogre received visits by denominational 
representatives across the country. Each one 
gave him a list of about 20 types of ministry from 
which to choose.  
 Interestingly, Bogre checked every box 
placed before him. “I thought to myself that I 
wasn’t going to be pigeonholed by a survey 
form,” he said. At the time, Bogre thought he 
could do any style of ministry. 
 Later, as an ordained pastor, Bogre 
began to realize that God had a specific ministry 
for him. However able he was to do several 
different types of ministry, he began to 
understand he was best suited for helping a 
church grow.  
 How many boxes would you check? How 
many ways are you willing to try to help your 
church and community? Sometimes checking a 
box outside your “comfort zone” can lead to 
unexpected but rewarding new paths. 
 

My Morning Prayer 
 

 What guidance is God giving  
 For my living of this day? 
 Will I help someone who’s needy? 
 Will I have kind words to say? 
 
 Will outrageous acts of kindness 
 Be the gifts that I can share? 
 Let YOUR will, God, be mine today, 
 Help me to love and care! 

Peggy Ferrell, Poems, Prayers and Hymns 

 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 

“The ultimate measure of a man is 
not where he stands in moments of 
comfort and convenience, but where 
he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Remedy for a flat spirit 

 
Almost everyone has an occasional down day. 
You know the dreaded “flat” or “blah” feeling. 
Sometimes you don’t even feel like praying. Is 
there any hope for this condition? 
In the 12th century, a Carthusian monk named 
Guigo felt drained and depressed. But as he 
rested, the following prayer came to his mind: 

 
My soul is so dry that by itself it cannot pray;  
Yet you can squeeze from it the juice of a 
thousand prayers. 
My soul is so parched that by itself it cannot 
love;  
Yet you can draw from it boundless love for 
you and for my neighbor. 

 My soul is so cold that by itself it has no joy;  
Yet you can light the fire of heavenly joy 
within me. 
My soul is so feeble that by itself it has no 
faith;  
Yet by your power my faith grows to a great 
height. 
Thank you for prayer, for love, for joy, for 
faith; 
Let me always be prayerful, loving, joyful, 
faithful. 

 

An anonymous gift has been offered to Bethel 
for the purchase of a new organ. More than half 
the amount required is already covered if it can 
be matched. Our present organ was bought as 
a used organ many years ago and several of its
functions have now failed. If you would like to 
give a special gift for this purpose, please 
designate your gift as Organ Matching Fund.  

January 25th  

Following Fellowship 

Get ready for Epiphany 

 

Many Christian denominations celebrate Epiphany 

each year on or near January 6. “Epiphany,” which 

means “showing forth,” celebrates the visit of the 

magi, or wise men, to the baby Jesus. These men, 

also known as kings, saw the star that led them to 

Bethlehem. 

 The fact that these wise men were Gentiles, 

not Jews, teaches us an important theological 

lesson: Their search for the Savior shows that 

Jesus came for all people.  

 In 1875, Philip Bliss wrote the hymn “The 

Light of the World Is Jesus.” The first stanza 

captures the meaning of Epiphany, a season of 

light: 
 

The whole world was lost 

 In the darkness of sin, 

 The Light of the world is Jesus! 

 Like sunshine at noonday, 

 His glory shone in. 

 The Light of the world is Jesus! 

Bible Quiz 

In John 8:12 (NRSV), Jesus said, “I am the light of 

the world. Whoever follows me will ….” 

 Choose the phrase below that correctly 

completes this sentence. 
 

A. never walk in darkness but will have the light of 

life. 

B. never walk alone. 

C. be my companion always. 

D. sit at my right hand. 
Answer on page 4 
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Birthdays 
 

 

    Pam Utheim       3 
     
    Marian VonDollen                7 
    Ralph McCarthy  
 
     Jim Schmidt                         11 
 

         Dan Rubin                                  12 
 
    Gina Urman                        13 
      
    Jim Blaser                        14 
 
    Michael Hanchett                        22 
 
    Caroline Conrad              24 
    Gunther Junck 
 

      

      

Anniversaries 
 

     Greg & Terrie Wyatt  28 
 

 

REMINDER! 
 

February Newsletter Deadline is               
January 18th   

    Congratulations  
To Joann Crowe on the birth of her             

Granddaughter Ashley 
Who was born November 30th! 

Worship Planning 
Meeting 

 

January 11th 
 

Following fellowship 

Council MembersCouncil MembersCouncil MembersCouncil Members    
 

Deadline for Annual Reports 
January 11th 

 

These will be distributed to the 
congregation on  

Sunday, January 18th  

    

King and the Good Samaritan 
 

 

Many Christians will observe Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s birthday on January 19. (His actual birth date is 

January 15.) King’s comments about the parable of 

the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) are worth 

remembering:  

 “The first question that the priest and the 

Levite asked was: ‘If I stop to help this man, what 

will happen to me?’ But … the good Samaritan 

reversed the question: ‘If I do not stop to help this 

man, what will happen to him?’” 
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Book of Faith 

The ELCA is involved in Book of Faith, a five-year 

initiative that encourages members, congregations and 

synods to become fluent in the language of faith – the 

language of Scripture. Visit the Book of Faith site, or 

join the Book of Faith social networking site to find 

ideas, watch videos, download study guides and discuss 

Scripture online. 
 

Visit www.bookoffaith.org and bookoffaith.ning.com to 

find out more. 
 

 
 

    
Rain did not deter the carolers who visited the
homebound members of our church this holiday 
season. On December 14th the group of carolers 
braved the rain and cold in order to bring a little of 
the holiday spirit to those members who were 
unable to attend church services.  
 
Afterwards, Dianne and Larry Anderson once 
again hosted the group at their home for a 
warming chili dinner and fellowship. 
 
Thank you to Dianne and Larry for a wonderful 
meal and for organizing the caroling this year!  
 

 

 

Week of Prayer Week of Prayer Week of Prayer Week of Prayer     
FFFFor or or or Christian UnityChristian UnityChristian UnityChristian Unity    

 

 
January 18January 18January 18January 18thththth––––25252525thththth    

 
Templeton Community Church  

Will be hosting  
Wednesday, January 21st 

 

Newsletter via E-mail 
 

If you would prefer to receive the 
monthly newsletter by e-mail instead of 
through the mail please send your e-mail 

information to the church office at: 
 

office@blctempleton.org  
 

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) 

 
Lutheran Disaster Response is a collaborative 

ministry of the ELCA and The Missouri Synod. 

 

Southern CA Wildfire Appeal 
 

Hundreds of families lost their homes in the recent 

fires in Southern California. LDR relies solely on 

donations from individuals and congregations to 

provide resources needed to respond to domestic 

disasters. With the increase in national disasters and 

the current economic crisis, contributions are 

urgently needed. By making a donation to LDR 

directly, or through the Southwest California Synod, 

you can help disaster survivors rebuild their lives. 

Designating your gift to the Southern California 

Fires ensures that 100% of the amount remains in 

this region. For more information go to 

www.ldr.org/donate or call (800) 638-3522 

 

Answer to Bible Quiz: A (See John 8:12, NRSV) 
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Bible Studies 

Reading through the Bible has resumed on 
Friday’s at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall. 
Thanks to Byron Devendorf for organizing 
this! 

 

Women’s Bible Study will not meet during 
January. Studies will resume Monday, 
February 2nd at 7:00pm at Dalene Eimon’s 
home. Meeting days have changed to the 
first and third Mondays of each month.   

 

 

Highway Cleanup 

Cal Trans has suspended all highway 
cleanup permits until further notice due to 
budget constraints.  Thank you to all who 
got up early on Saturday mornings to help 
with this worthwhile cause! 

 

 

 

 
 

A new sign up sheet for donating flowers in 
2009 for the altar will soon be posted on the 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. You 
can donate flowers in honor/memory of a 
special occasion or person.  If you would 
like this mentioned in the bulletin please 
leave a note on the office desk.  Thank you 
to all who have contributed.  

 

 

 

 

Martha Circle 
 

Martha Circle meets on January 20th at noon 
in the Fellowship Hall. After our brown bag 
lunch, we will watch an informative DVD 
showing what the women of the ELCA are 
doing both here in America and abroad. ALL 
women are welcome! 

 

ECHO 
 

January 29th is Bethel’s turn to host the 
ECHO dinner for the homeless.  Leave a 
message at the church office if you would 
like to volunteer. 
 
 

Loaves and Fishes 
Donations are needed for Loaves and 
Fishes. A list of needed items is posted on 
the box in the Fellowship hall.  
 

 

 

On beginning the New Year 

   Lord of heaven and earth, prosper thou us 
this year even as our soul prospereth. Let thy 
presence go with us. Be thou the Companion of 
our way.  
   In our home, grant that we may cheerfully 
welcome thee as our daily Guest. In our 
relationships with others, teach us to practice 
the Golden Rule. 
   In all our seeking, grant that we seek first thy 
kingdom and righteousness. 

                  —17th-century prayer 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 
8:30am Bible Book Study 

Children’s Education and Nursery 
Available during service 

 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Pastor Jan Nairn 
434-1329 


