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F E B R U A R Y  E V E N T S  

10 Council Meeting, 7:00pm 

14 Valentine’s Day 

22 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

25 Ash Wednesday, Services - 12:00 & 5:00pm 

25 Soup Supper, 5:00pm 

  

 
 
 

Pastor: Jan Nairn 
               Office 434-1329, Alternate 434-0670 
         President: TBD 
         Vice–President: Jim Schmidt 
         Treasurer: TBD 
         Council/Financial Secretary: Chris Davis 
         Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen, 

Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser

From the Pastor… 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God. 
 
 

The Top Ten Reasons to Read the 
Gospel of Mark 

 
 
I probably did a list like this 3 years ago the last time 
Mark came up in our three year cycle of readings, but 
the list is always slightly different & bears repeating 
at least this often. So… here goes… 
 
10. It’s short. Only 16 chapters, or more like 15 & 
¼! Matthew has 28; Luke, 24; John 21. It takes about 
as long to read in one sitting as watching a normal 
DVD & you may find it more rewarding.  
 
 9. It’s not John, or even Matthew & Luke who at 
least follow Mark’s chronology. Each Gospel is 
unique, written for specific people at different times 
& places with particular concerns & needs. What 
does Mark have to say to you today? What
DOESN’T Mark say? 
 
 8. It’s easy to read. Mark’s writing style has been 
compared to journalism: brief. It might be better now 
to compare it to a very brisk documentary, the 
cameraman racing to keep up with the dramatic 
action.  
  
7. It’s exciting. All action – no genealogies or long 
speeches, all action, give Mark your attention – it’s a 
real page-turner. 
                                                           
6. It’s urgent. Wake-up! Mark tells the reader. It was 
written for a church that was already tired & 
discouraged, complacent or apathetic. Remind you of 
anyone?             
                                                             
                                  con’t on page 2 
 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 
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An anonymous gift has been offered to 
Bethel for the purchase of a new organ. If 
you would like to give a special gift for this 

purpose, please designate your gift as 
Organ Matching Fund.  

5. It’s real. Mark tells the truth about what we are, what kind 
of disciples we make, what it takes to free us from the powers 
of evil, the meaning and necessity of the Cross. 
 
4. It’s mysterious. I mentioned it was 15 & ¼ chapters… 
The KJV includes verses 9-20, these now appear only as a 
footnote; they do not appear in the oldest & most reliable 
manuscripts. There are also several variations of a shorter 
ending. None are the work of Mark, but were added in the   
following century or so. This means Mark ends with an open 
& empty tomb & terrified silence. Is there a missing ending? 
Did Mark intend to end it this way? If so, why, what is he 
saying? See what you think. 
 
 3. It’s now. Mark is very fond of a work that means 
immediately. It gives the story that emphatic sense of 
urgency, speed, action mentioned earlier. It pulls us in, but 
does it do more? Could it be that the lack of a typical
Conclusion mean that we are to add new chapters, urgently, 
NOW! 

 
2. It happens. Mark constantly uses a word that roughly 
translates it happened. Neither this or the KJV it came to 
pass, captures anything of the power or drama of the word. It 
is a form of the Greek word for birth; it is as sudden & 
irrevocable as the water breaking! You can’t put it back; there 
is no just getting back to normal! EVER. 
 
 1. It’s open top to bottom, beginning to end to the radiance 
of heaven. From the ripping of the heavens when Jesus is 
baptize to the ripping of the Temple curtain as Jesus dies to 
the open tomb at the end, God cannot be left within brick 
walls & behind closed door, God is out & on the loose 
forever & ever. Amen. 
 
A careful reading of the Gospel of Mark can be enlightening 
& surprising! I would be welcome gathering with group to do 
this – let me know if you are interested & when would work. 
                                     

Pastor Jan 

 

 

Prayer for Presidents’ Day 
 
 Lord of heaven and earth, we 
offer you our deepest appreciation for 
this blessed land. Stir up a sense of 
stewardship in every citizen so we all 
may care for our nation and each 
inhabitant of it.  
 We pray especially for our 
leaders. Prompt everyone in a position 
of authority, from local to national 
leaders, to strive for righteousness, 
justice and the welfare of all citizens. 
 Finally, we pray that we may be 
ever mindful of the psalmist’s teaching 
that “Happy is the nation whose God is 
the Lord …” (Psalm 33:12, NRSV). May 
that promise become real “from sea to 
shining sea.” Amen. 
 

Lutherans Take Office in 111th U.S. 
Congress 

 

ELCA NEWS SERVICE 
January 8, 2009 

WASHINGTON (ELCA) -- Seven new U.S. 
Congressional members sworn into office Jan. 6 are 
Lutheran, bringing the overall total of Lutherans serving 
on Capitol Hill to 24. 
     Among them are 15 Democrats and nine Republicans. 
Four are senators and 20 are members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, according to the advocacy staff of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
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What is Lent? 
 
It is forty days of stripping down 
 to the living essentials; 
It is forty days of facing truth 
 about one’s self-indulgent evasions; 
It is forty days of fellowshipping 
 with Christ in the desert; 
It is forty days of rejoicing in God’s 
 mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Soup Suppers begin February 25th. People 
are needed to bring soup, bread or help 
set up and clean up. Sign up sheet is in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
EL CAMINO PINES WINTER RETREATS 
  

Family WinterfestFamily WinterfestFamily WinterfestFamily Winterfest    
February 14-16, 2009 

 
At El Camino Pines Featuring joint and separate 
programming for family members of all ages led by 
the El Camino Pines year-round counseling staff  
 

2 Chronicles 16:9 2 Chronicles 16:9 2 Chronicles 16:9 2 Chronicles 16:9     
“The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the 
earth searching for those whose heart is completely 
His…”  
To register: Go online to www.lrcchome.com or 

call the camp office at (661) 245-3519       
Deadline to register is two weeks prior to the event 

Cost: $79 for adults (14 & up) $69 for youth (4 to 13) 
Family Maximum Price: $296  
 

A day for ashes 
 
 Since the Middle Ages, Christians 
in the so-called Western Church have 
observed Ash Wednesday (the seventh 
Wednesday before Easter) as the first day 
of Lent. On this day, in many churches, 
worshipers receive ashes on the forehead 
as a reminder of their sorrow for their 
sins. The ashes are often made by 
burning palm branches left over from the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday. Ash 
Wednesday is February 25 this year. 
 
 

The significance of Lent 
 
Lent is the fourth season of the Christian year. Its 
length is the 40 days preceding Easter Day, not 
counting Sundays. This means Lent always 
begins on a Wednesday, known as Ash 
Wednesday. Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and 
temptation in the wilderness of Judea Province, 
which, according to the Gospel, lasted 40 days. 
Just as Jesus confronted his temptations during 
these 40 days, Lent helps Christians focus on our 
most basic need as sinners: forgiveness. The only 
way our Lord’s forgiving power can become 
effective in our lives is by our taking the 
initiative to confront our sins, confess them and 
repent of them. In short, Lent is a season of 
penitence. Some Christians fast during Lent. This 
denial of bodily comforts can help encourage 
self-reflection about the need for Jesus’ 
forgiveness. 
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Birthdays 
 

 

Deborah Hernandez   1 
 
Robert Nairn              10 
 
Jan Nairn               11 
Bob Koch 
 
Kasey Urman    13 
 
Carl Wynne    18 
 
Terrie Wyatt    22 
 
Greg Wyatt    27 
 
Alice Henson    28 

                
Anniversaries 

 
Bruce & Greta Chandler  2 
 
Wendell & Edwina Rytterager  12 
 

 
REMINDER! 

 
March Newsletter Deadline is               

February 15th   
 

If you have news or information 
that you would like to share please 
contact Lisa Davis. We are always 

looking for items for the 
newsletter.  

AttenAttenAttenAttention Youthtion Youthtion Youthtion Youth!!!!    
 

Conference Youth RallyConference Youth RallyConference Youth RallyConference Youth Rally, May 29, May 29, May 29, May 29thththth    
St. JohnSt. JohnSt. JohnSt. John’’’’s, Arroyo Grandes, Arroyo Grandes, Arroyo Grandes, Arroyo Grande    

 
Grades 9-12 

 
Skits, Speakers, Music, Service 

Projects 
Lunch & BBQ Dinner ending with  

Campfire at the Beach! 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Contact DJ Andersen for more information 
    

    

Multicultural Youth Retreat at El Camino 
Pines  

April 3rd - 5th, 2009 
 
El Camino Pines is happy to be hosting a multi
cultural retreat. This retreat consists of the churches 
in the Latino and African American communities. This 
event is specifically for youth currently attending High 
School (ages 14-18). The theme for the retreat is 
“God Winks!” The verse of the theme is from 2nd 
Chronicles 16:9 “For the eyes of the LORD range 
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose 
hearts are fully committed to him.” With this event we 
are hoping for outreach in this communities. Our goal 
is to motivate, inspire and encourage the youth with
their spiritual life and within their church. 
 

Cost - $105.00  Register Online 
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Complaint dissipated 
 
 A woman called a newspaper office to 
complain that her Sunday paper hadn’t arrived. 
Trying to calm her, the man at the office 
pointed out that the paper hadn’t arrived 
because it was Saturday. 
 After a brief silence, the woman said 
meekly, “Well, that explains why there was no 
one in church today.” 
 
 

 

 
    

 
In the early Christian church, there were three priests 
named Valentine or Valentinus. Though they didn’t 
live at the same time, each was said to be holy and
each had been martyred for his faith. All three priests 
were designated as saints. Around the year A.D. 498, 
Pope Gelasius declared February 14 as St. Valentine’s 
Day. 
 
Valentine’s Day came to be associated with love, 
romance and marriage. The day is now so popular 
that only during the Christmas season do people mail 
more greeting cards. 
  
No matter how many cards, flowers or sweets you 
receive this Valentine’s Day, be assured that God 
loves you with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3, 
NRSV). 
 
 

Newsletter via E-mail 
 

If you would prefer to receive the 
monthly newsletter by e-mail instead of 

through the mail please send your e-mail 
information to the church office at: 

 
office@blctempleton.org  

 

 
Lutheran Retreats, Camps and 

Conferences 
 

Lantern Hill– Mexico service trip 
 

Campers in grades 9 – 12 
Aug. 1-7 (Sat. - Fri.) 

Cost: $400 
 

Join us as we cross the border and head for 
Lantern Hill, right on the beach in Ensenada, 
Mexico. LRCC counselors will guide the way. 
Our hosts, JJ and Abbey Williams, will lead us 
through a week of service and community 

building that will transform your perspective and 
deepen your friendships. You will be stretched 
by the experience, but made stronger at the 

same time! 
 

 Check out Lantern Hill at 
www.lanternonthehill.com 

 
FFFF””””””””At At At At beach camp and obeach camp and obeach camp and obeach camp and our Lantern Hillur Lantern Hillur Lantern Hillur Lantern Hill–––– Mexic Mexic Mexic Mexico Service o Service o Service o Service 
project weeks we haveproject weeks we haveproject weeks we haveproject weeks we have    bonfires and worship on the beach.bonfires and worship on the beach.bonfires and worship on the beach.bonfires and worship on the beach.    
,  
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Reading through Reading through Reading through Reading through     
The The The The     

BibleBibleBibleBible    
 

Reading through the Bible continues on 
Friday’s at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall.  

 

Martha Circle 
 
MARTHA CIRCLE will meet on Tues. Feb. 17 
at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your own 
sack lunch and refreshments will be served. 
We will be discussing the DVD we saw in 
January about the work of Women of the ELCA 
and how we can possibly incorporate some of 
the ideas into our Martha Circle activities. All 
Bethel women and their friends are invited. 

 
 

 
 
 

A list of needed items is posted on the box in 

the Fellowship hall. 
 
 
 

Women’s Bible study will resume Monday, 
February 2nd at 7:00pm at Dalene Eimon’s 
home. This session will be a study of Ruth. 
Meeting days have changed to the first 
and third Mondays of each month.   

 

Confirmation class meets Friday 
afternoons from 3:30pm-4:30pm 

Loaves 

And 

Fishes 

 



Page 7 

 
 

 
 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education and Nursery 

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Pastor Jan Nairn 
434-1329 


