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DECEMBER EVENTSDECEMBER EVENTSDECEMBER EVENTSDECEMBER EVENTS    
    5555    
 

Highway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30am    

 6 6 6 6    Christmas Tree Pick UpChristmas Tree Pick UpChristmas Tree Pick UpChristmas Tree Pick Up    

8888    Council Meeting, 6:30pmCouncil Meeting, 6:30pmCouncil Meeting, 6:30pmCouncil Meeting, 6:30pm    

13131313    Smörgåsbord, 5:00pmSmörgåsbord, 5:00pmSmörgåsbord, 5:00pmSmörgåsbord, 5:00pm    

20202020    Christmas Caroling, 4:00PMChristmas Caroling, 4:00PMChristmas Caroling, 4:00PMChristmas Caroling, 4:00PM    

24242424    Christmas Eve Services, 5pm & 7pmChristmas Eve Services, 5pm & 7pmChristmas Eve Services, 5pm & 7pmChristmas Eve Services, 5pm & 7pm    
 

                                Check Calendar for Additional ActivitiesCheck Calendar for Additional ActivitiesCheck Calendar for Additional ActivitiesCheck Calendar for Additional Activities    

Interim Pastor: Russ Gordon, Office 434-1329 
         President: Jim Schmidt 
         Vice–President: Elise Bates 
         Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
         Secretary: Angela Schmidt 
         Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen,  
               Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser 
         Financial Secretary: Chris Davis 
  
   
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
                                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 

Pastor Russ’ Reflections… 
Dear Friends of Bethel Lutheran, 
I was in Bethlehem mid November with my travel 
group waiting in a long line to go down the steps 
below the altar of the Church of the Nativity to see 
the place where Jesus was born. But it was a very 
long and slow procession of people from all over 
the world. My patience wore thin as we waited 
one hour and then nearly two. Right when it was 
our turn to descend to the grotto, the priest of the 
church announced that he was closing the site as it 
was after 5pm. Although the remaining groups 
eager to see the place of Jesus' birth represented 
various countries and spoke many different 
languages, our groan of disapproval was universal. 
The priest eventually backed down and allowed us 
to complete our pilgrimage to give honor to the 
place where God entered the world as a baby. 
We are entering the season of long lines. A slow 
procession at the super market, at the checkout 
counters at Walmart and Target clutching our 
precious purchases, the long list of things to do 
before the 25th, long lines at the gas station... This 
season requires patience in many ways. We also 
wait, do we not, for the answer to our much 
offered prayers for peace in our lives and peace in 
this world. 
I invite you to make this season a special one for 
you and your loved ones. Share in readings of the 
Bible and from devotional literature that 
anticipates the coming of the Lord. Volunteer at 
the food bank or sign up for the Salvation Army 
bell ringing. Invite your neighbors and friends to 
come to worship with you at Bethel. 
For, I believe, on the holy night of Christmas Eve, 
our heartfelt groans will be transformed into a 
universal song of “Joy to the World”. The long 
procession will include children and angels, 
shepherds and wise men. I hope you will join this 
happy throng. 
 

Pastor Russ 
 

   EVERGREEN TREES 
 

These trees, which keep their green leaves year-round, 
are symbolic of Christmas, eternal life and God’s 
everlasting love. In the Bible, evergreen trees are called 
the “cedars of Lebanon,” suggesting growth (Psalm 
92:12), height (Amos 2:9), fragrance (Hosea 14:6) and 
steadfast faith. 
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Sunday, December 6th, Second Sunday in Advent  
9:30am Worship Service – Youth Sunday 

 

Sunday, December 13th, Third Sunday in Advent
 9:30am Worship Service with guitar music 
 

Sunday, December 20th, Fourth Sunday in Advent
 9:30am Worship Service 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
5:00pm, Family Service of Carols, Candlelight & 
Communion featuring our children telling the 
Christmas Story. 
 

7:00pm, Service of Carols, Candlelight & 
Communion with special music. 

  

 
 

 

Kristin Spears 
 

 Charlotte Wallace 
 

Laura Wilbert 
 

Pat Wilson 
 

Jeanie Gordon 
 

& 
 

Pastor Russ 
Gordon 

 

Officially 
Joined our church 

family Nov. 1st 

 
 

Sunday, December 20th! 
 

Just a reminder, that our annual Christmas 
Caroling to our homebound members is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 20th.  We will 
gather at church at 4:00 pm and proceed from 
there.  All ages are invited and strongly 
encourage our youth and children to attend.  As 
has been the case in previous years, we will 
carpool/caravan to the homes of our homebound 
members located in Templeton and Paso Robles.  
The directions to each home and the Davis’s for 
dinner will be provided when we gather at the 
church. 
 

Following the caroling we will gather at the home 
of Chris and Lisa Davis, 1350 New Wine Place in 
Templeton for food and fellowship.  If you would 
like to bring cookies, that would be fine.  For 
those who feel they either can’t sing very well or 
find it hard to stand for long periods, but would 
like to be part of the fellowship, feel free to come 
to the Davis home as Lisa can always use a 
helping hand getting things ready before the 
carolers arrive. 
 

We do hope to see as many of you as possible 
for this upcoming event. 

 

Larry Anderson 

 
Annual Smörgåsbord 

 

Sunday, December 13th, 5:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Sign-ups for the Smorgasboard will continue through 
Sunday, Dec. 6 or until we fill up all the spaces; which 
ever comes first. As we have done in years past, you are 
welcome to bring a decoration for the table. Be sure you 
take it home after the dinner. It would be a help if you 
bring it with you to church on Dec. 13th and leave it in the 
fellowship hall, so it will be in place when dinner starts. 
 
 

 
 

New Sunday 8:30am Adult Class:  
“A Christmas Carol” Bible Study 

On Sundays, Dec. 6th, 13th & 20th during the 8:30am 
Adult Class, Pastor Russ will be leading a Bible Study 
and discussion based on Charles Dickens classic tale A 
Christmas Carol. Study materials complete with a 
reprint of the story itself will be available for only $5 
(A price even Scrooge would love!). Join us for this 
special Advent series. 
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Please e-mail articles to:  
office@blctempleton.org 

    
Highway Cleanup December 5th!Highway Cleanup December 5th!Highway Cleanup December 5th!Highway Cleanup December 5th!    

    

The Ladies Did It Again!The Ladies Did It Again!The Ladies Did It Again!The Ladies Did It Again!    
Thank you to Dianne Anderson, Dalene 

Eimon & Lisa Davis for cleaning the highway 
in November! 

 

Of course, thanks to Chris Davis for 
supervising us! 

 

Anyone over 18 is welcome to help.  
Contact Chris Davis for more information. 

    

   
Office Hours 

                Tuesday – Friday, 9:00am – 1:00pm 
 

    

Newsletters 
    

Did you know that if you missed an issue of 

the newsletter that you can view/download a 

copy from our website? 
 

Just go to www.blctempleton.org and click on 

Newsletters. 

Past issues and the current issue are available. 
 

Also, if you cannot open the link in the email 

that you receive announcing the newsletter go 

to the website for a copy.  
 

The newsletter is not attached to the email. 
 

January 
Newsletter 
Deadline is 

December 20th 

The office will be 
closed Friday, 

December 25th 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE CHIRSTMAS MEETING  
December 15th, 12:00pm 

In the Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring a sack lunch; refreshments & beverages will be 
provided. ALL women of Bethel (even if you haven't 
joined us before) are welcome! Instead of a gift 
exchange, we decided at the November meeting to 
support the Katie's Fund of the Women of the ELCA by 
placing up to $5 in an envelope. On the outside of the 
envelope, write about your most unusual Christmas, or a 
favorite Christmas gift, or something about yourself that 
you don't think anyone else knows. Don't put your name 
or anything else that would identify you on the envelope 
as we will try to guess 'who' from what is written on the 
envelope.  

 

See you on December 15th! 
 

 

 
 

Adult Class 

The group meets every Sunday morning at 
8:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 
  

 

The Monday night Bible study will have 
our last meeting this year on December 7th 

and resume January18th. 
 

Women’s  
Bible Study 

 

 

 

Annual 

Fundraising 

Winemakers 

Dinner 

February 6, 2010 

Gospel of John Bible Study 
 

Continues each Monday morning at 10:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall 
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Birthdays 
 
Elise Bates    1 
Lisa Davis 

 

Chris Miller    4 
 

Dennis Gomer   5 
 

Mary Anthony   14 
Kelsey Kosin 
 

Nancy Schonfeldt   16 
 

Angela Schmidt   20 
 

Darlene Blaser   27 
 

Jane Osborne   28 
 

Karen Hoeschen   29 
Virginia Junck 
 

Kiley Keohen    31 
     

                   Anniversaries 
 

Marty & Eileen McAulay  26 
 

Tom & Gigi Ashlock   27 
 

If we do not have your birthday or anniversary 
listed please leave a message in the office. 

 

 

Children’s Bulletin Activities 
are available each Sunday from the ushers. Enjoy! 

 

Sunday, December 6th 

10:30am – noon 
 

 
Visions for Christian Education: 

Something to think about  
 
Educational process: anything that helps translate the 
message of the written word in a medium that is 
understood by our society today.  
 

It is not the main purpose of the Church, but it 
should be part of the process of a maturing faith of 
each individual. The Bible being our text book 
for a spiritual centered life. Due to the great 
explosion of all kinds of knowledge, we need 
spiritual guidance to meet the needs of our society 
today. The Kingdom that Jesus spoke so much about 
requires renewing our minds, as Paul wrote, so that 
we can live our faith in everything we do. 
 

  Dick Blomquist, Parish Education Chairman 

 

 
Loaves 

And 

Fishes 
 

“The earth has yielded it increase; Go, our God, has 
blessed us.”        Psalm 67:6 

 
 

Our name, Loaves & Fishes is taken from the 
biblical event of Jesus feeding the multitude of 
people through a miracle of one boy offering Jesus 
what he had in the way of food… five small loaves 
of bread and two fish.  As Jesus took this lunch and 
gave thanks to God, the loaves and fishes were 
multiplied to such an extent that over 5,000 people 
were feed, with twelve baskets of food left over! 
 

We believe God still works miracles. When we take 
food and other resources given to us, and offer our 
thanks to God, we find that we are able to respond 
to the emergency needs of most of those who come 
to us for help.  Through Loaves & Fishes, God has 
provided for the needs of thousands of people.   
 

          …Taken from Loaves & Fishes newsletter 
 

Christmas 

Tree 

Pick Up 

 

Acolyte Training 
Sunday, Dec. 6th 

10:30am 
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Remember in your prayers: Harvey Sigurdson, Scott Duke, Carolyn Elder, Gunther 
Junck, Gladys Rood, and Brian Schonfeldt.  
Continued healing: Haley Armstrong, Tom Ashlock, Shirley Blomquist, Sandy Viborg. 
Family: Rose Johnson’s daughter, Marion Wolfe; Mike Kosin's father, Ron;  
Carol von Ehrenkrook's father, Donald; Tom & Gigi's grandson, Shane;  
Alan & Cecilia's brother-in-law, Tim and daughter & son-in-law, Terisa & Mark Chasse; 
Marilyn's brother, Charles; Mike Bishop’s aunt, Deloris Wells.  
Friends: Dr. Mike Orzechowski, during mission in Africa; John, Johnny, Patty, Sandi, 
Tanner, Tom, Terry, Pastor Scott. 
Our homebound: Bruce Chandler, Audrey Griswold, Elizabeth Larsen,  
Frances Weygandt. 
For those who mourn: Laura Schmidt (Brian Lindsey’s niece) and her family on the 
death of baby Wyatt. 
  

 

Dear Congregation Members of our Central Coast Conference, 
 

SLOVAKIA 2010!  
This is our summer short-term mission focus for the 7th year. 

 
What is the mission? It primarily is the tutoring of English as a Foreign Language (conversational 
English); BIG NEWS! This summer we are also asked to provide child care with games, programs, and 
learning; AND we need hands-on construction kind of guys who can help remodel and renovate school 
grounds and classrooms for the emerging Lutheran elementary school. THREE kinds of help are greatly 
needed.  
 

WHY WILL I BE GOING AGAIN FOR THE THIRD TIME? I am honored and inspired to help the young 
leaders of the emerging Lutheran Church in what is now a free and democratic Slovakia. The 11 year 
old Bible School and its many new teaching areas (youth ministry, Care Ministry, Christian teacher 
training) is educating and inspiring the LAYPEOPLE to be the ‘priesthood of all believers’. We serve a 
small but important job in representing the Bible School to the community. 
 

Thanks, and blessed Thanksgiving, 
 

Pastor Randy Ouimette, Slovakia 2010 trip Co-coordinator 
Susan Nielsen, Slovakia 2010 Curriculum Co-coordinator 
 

Lessons and Carols 
 

The traditional Christmas Eve service using Bible lessons and Christmas carols was first held in England in 
1918 at Cambridge University’s King’s College. Eric Milner-White, a 34-year-old who had just been 
appointed dean of King’s, planned the service. His previous experience as an army chaplain convinced him 
that the Church of England needed to make worship more expressive.  
 
The service has been broadcast from King’s annually since 1928, missing only one year (1930). Radio 
listeners could tune in and hear the service during World War II, although the name of King’s couldn’t be 
broadcast due to security precautions. During the war, the chapel’s antique glass — and thus all its heat — 
had been removed.  
 
Every year, millions of people worldwide listen to the “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.” Since 1919, 
the service has begun with the hymn “Once in Royal David’s City.”   
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Council Highlights 
Council Meeting of November 10, 2009 

 

• Council has confirmed Elise Bates appointment as Church Council Vice President. 
 

•  Council will present “10 Congregation Challenges for 2010” at the November 22 
Potluck and Pie Social. 

 

•  Bethel has again been afforded the opportunity to support the Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing campaign for 2009.  We have committed to 15, 16, and 17 December from 
10am to 6pm at the Templeton Market.  A sign-up sheet will be available. 

 

•  The nominating committee headed by Elise Bates is actively seeking new council 
members to begin serving in the calendar year 2010.  Elections will be in January at  
the annual congregation meeting. 

 

•  Our supper club program will resume in the spring with the forming of new groups. 
 

 

The Potluck and Pie Social held on November 22, 2009 was a roaring success! 
 

The food, pie, and fellowship were wonderful and from all indications were enjoyed by one and all. 
 

The social was also used as an opportunity to share with the congregation the proposed “10 Challenges for 2010” 
for Bethel that were recommended by the church council for acceptance and endorsement by the congregation. 
 
Following the unanimous vote to accept and endorse the “10 Challenges for 2010”, the stewardship package for 
2010 was distributed to each family in attendance.  The stewardship package was reviewed and questions 
regarding same were answered.  The stewardship package contained the following: 
 

- “10 Challenges for 2010” 
- The Stewardship Plan 
- Stewardship Pledge cards 
- Time and Talent Survey form 
- Simply Giving enrollment form 
- Guidelines for Giving Chart 

 

For those families not in attendance, packets will be mailed.     
 

Our hope is to have the pledge cards and survey forms returned before the end of the month. 
 

Contribute to the Poinsettia Fund to decorate the 

Sanctuary for the Christmas Season 
 

Donate in memory of a loved one, a celebration or to honor a 
special person and we will print the names on an insert in the 
Christmas Eve bulletins.  Order forms are available at the church. 
Include with your check for $8.00 payable to Bethel and designate 
“poinsettias.”  
 

Deadline is December 13th 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

 

 

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education  

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Interim Pastor Russ Gordon 
(805) 434-1329 

 

 

 


