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AUGUST EVENTSAUGUST EVENTSAUGUST EVENTSAUGUST EVENTS    

 2 2 2 2    Farewell BBQ, 4:00pmFarewell BBQ, 4:00pmFarewell BBQ, 4:00pmFarewell BBQ, 4:00pm    

 9 9 9 9    Interim Pastor Gordon’s 1Interim Pastor Gordon’s 1Interim Pastor Gordon’s 1Interim Pastor Gordon’s 1stststst Service Service Service Service    

11111111    CoCoCoCouncil Meeting, 7:00pmuncil Meeting, 7:00pmuncil Meeting, 7:00pmuncil Meeting, 7:00pm    

15151515    Highway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30amHighway Cleanup, 7:30am    

19191919    Potluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pmPotluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pmPotluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pmPotluck & Discussion Group, 6:00pm    

22222222    Church/Parsonage Workday, 7:30amChurch/Parsonage Workday, 7:30amChurch/Parsonage Workday, 7:30amChurch/Parsonage Workday, 7:30am    

 
Check Calendar for Additional Activities 

Pastor: Russ Gordon, Office 434-1329 
         President: Jim Schmidt 
         Vice–President/Financial Secretary: Chris Davis 
         Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
         Secretary: Angela Schmidt 
         Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen,  
               Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser 
  
   
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 

 
 
 

Welcome Interim Pastor 
Russ Gordon! 

 
 

Pastor Russ Gordon will serve as 
Interim Pastor of Bethel Lutheran 
beginning Monday, August 3rd.  Pastor 
Russ is currently concluding his service 
as interim at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Goleta.  Pastor Russ lives in San Luis 
Obispo along with his wife Jeanie.  They 
have two boys, Jeremy, 29, who lives in 
San Francisco, and Kris, 27, living in 
Bangkok, Thailand.  Pastor Russ has 
been a pastor in the Lutheran Church for 
29 years.  He is also currently pursuing a 
license as a Marriage and Family 
Therapist.  
 

 Meet Pastor Russ at his first worship 
service with us on Sunday, August 9th

(Russ and Jeanie’s 34th wedding 
anniversary!) 
 

Change 
 

Change keeps occurring throughout all of life.  
Sometimes it brings joy, and sometimes it brings strife. 
Change what you should; but you still have a voice -  
How you accept every change is your choice.  
 

-Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems 
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Please e-mail articles to:  
lisa@cd-enterprises.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was surrounded by prayers and the results of 
surgery are good. 
 
Thank you every one. 
Shirley, and also Dick Blomquist 
 

 

Join Pastor Russ 
On a Tour of the Holy Land and Egypt 

 
Pastor Russ is hosting a tour of the Holy Land 
(10 days) with an optional extension to Egypt 
(7 days) leaving Tuesday, November 3rd.  So 
far, 20 travelers have signed up from his 
former church and nearby congregations.  
There is room for more!  Register by August 5th

to receive a $100 discount.  Pastor Russ has 
brochures and answers to your questions.  He 
may be reached at home 544-3502 or his cell 
704-2199 or his email slogordons@charter.net 
 
Walk where Jesus walked! 
 

September 
Newsletter 
Deadline is 
August 23rd 

I would like to express my 
appreciation to the congregation 
for concerns received by cards, 
phone calls, flowers, gifts and 
visitations. Pastor Jan for her pre-
surgery Pastoral and other visits; 
also Robert as they waited with 
my family for the Doctor’s report 
after surgery. This meant so 
much to me. 

 

Lois Weber 
July 10, 2009 

Church/Parsonage Workday 
Saturday, August 22nd 

 7:30am – 12:00pm 

Volunteers needed! 
Need a couple of pickups for brush hauling. 
Please contact Matt Heil if you plan on helping  

at 440-7909 

 
 

Farewell Barbeque! 
 

Come and say Goodbye to 
Pastor Jan and Robert 

Sunday, August 2nd 
4:00pm 

 
A sign up sheet is posted in the Fellowship 
Hall. Meat and drinks will be provided. If you 
have questions, call Darlene Blaser, 461-6840 or  
610-0881. 
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Highway Cleanup August 15th!Highway Cleanup August 15th!Highway Cleanup August 15th!Highway Cleanup August 15th!    
    

Thank you to Dianne Anderson, Lisa & Chris 
Davis for cleaning the highway in July! 

 
Anyone over 18 is welcome to help.  

Contact Chris Davis for more information. 
    

 
 
 
 

Messages can be left on the office answering 
machine; someone will be checking the machine 
during the week that Lisa will be gone.  
 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday, Thursday & Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Lindsey Wyatt’s Confirmation Speech 
 
 

Confirmation, by definition, is the act of confirming youths in their faith. During my speech I am not going to talk 
about what confirmation is, instead I am going to explain to you what my faith means to me and what it means to me to 
become an adult member of this church community. 
 

Today I may be getting confirmed into the church and becoming an adult in the church. But that doesn’t mean I’m not a 
child of God anymore. No matter what age I may be I will always be a child of God. That goes for every one of you in 
here. You are all still children of God no matter what your age might be. What I think it means to become an adult in 
my church community is I am taking my faith to the next level. I am entering into High School this coming school year 
and this means I am entering into a large strange world. By taking my faith to the next level I will be helped along the 
way by God. 
 

Growing up from pre-school to eighth grade I have attended a Christian school. I learned at that school and in church 
that my faith came first. But I never really understood why. I mean I always knew that God came first but I just didn’t 
understand why my faith came first. Maybe it’s because I never really understood my faith until I matured. When I was 
a young child from birth to about 10 I was living a life of luxury. My parents doing everything for me that I was too 
young to accomplish. They would cook dinner they would do the laundry and they would clean the house. They were 
also always there to protect me and handle all my problems. But things became different as I got older and started to 
mature. I started to also cook dinner and clean the house. School also became harder, not only in the academics, but in 
the life aspect. Now I can’t have my parents down at the school every time I get called a rotten name or someone steals 
my books. But as I move on to high school I realize why my faith always comes first. There are a lot of people out in 
the world. Some good and some bad. There are also a lot of different pressures out in the world. I know that my parents 
won’t be by my side my whole life to tell me right from wrong or to get rid of the person who bullies me. But I do 
know that God will always be by my side. If I have a strong faith God will be there and he will help me evolve into a 
responsible mature adult. 
 

Today I am not only getting confirmed as an adult in the church but I am making a promise to always try to put my 
faith first. It will be hard. We all go through a period in our lives when we feel God isn’t listening. And sometimes our 
faith gets lost. I know that I will experience this in my life, but if I just remember my faith and what it means to me I 
know God will be there to help me through whatever I go through. Thank you.         

Studying Missions 
New Study - Prison Ministry 

 

“Beyond Our Differences” has been the DVD used for 
our monthly meeting. This being held on the third 
Wednesday of each month. There is a strong interest 
with good discussions. Chris Davis has been the leader 
for two sessions and there needs to be one more to 
complete this study. This will be held later on as the 
next three sessions will be Prison Ministry. Warren 
Alderson will conduct these meetings and will have 
speakers for each meeting. This should be a meeting 
for the community, not only for Bethel; so mark your 
calendars and spread the word. We live in a fast 
changing world, so there are many avenues we need to 
pursue for our faith journey. The Bible is our basic 
source and we need to connect what we find there with 
our daily lives. We want our monthly meetings to be 
one way of doing this. 
 

In Christ we live and move and have our being.        
 Acts 17:28 

 
 

Dick Blomquist, Parish Education Chairman 

Lisa will be out of the 
office Aug. 3-7. 

Regular office hours 
will resume Aug. 10th 
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Birthdays 
 
 

Joann Crowe    2 
Lindsay Kosin 
Marilyn Paspalof 

 

Lace  Andersen   5 
 

Cheryle Armstrong   7 
Laural Anderson 
 

Eddie Urman    9 
 

John Osborne   10 
 

Kathy Rubin    11 
 

Pearl Taylor    14 
Randy Rubin 
 

Beverly Alderson   16 
 

Andy Anderson   25 
 

Jayden Heil    28 
 

                   Anniversaries 
 

Marilyn & Boris Paspalof  2 
 

Elaine & Harvey Sigurdson  5 
 

Angela & Jim Schmidt  10 
 

Jan & Robert Nairn   23 
Dianne & Larry Anderson 
 

Karen & Lance Erickson  25 
 

Bree & Matt Heil   31 
 

 
 

Thank�you�to�Kelsey�Kosin�for�
organizing�our�Vacation�Bible�School!�

Also,�thanks�to�all�the�volunteers�
who�helped�Kelsey.�

 

Children’s Bulletin Activities 

Children’s bulletin activities are available 
each Sunday. Ushers will give each child a 

“Kid’s Celebrate” activity bulletin for use in 
church or after the service for family 

follow-up of that Sunday’s lesson.  Enjoy! 

 

 
 

We wish good luck to the following students 
as they either return to college or begin 

their first year! 
 

Mary Anthony 
 

Lindsey Kosin 
 

Stephanie Mikkelson 
 

Ben Rubin 
 

Dan Rubin 
 

Jamie Schmidt  
 

 
In an effort to get the youth involved in the 
ECHO meals we are planning on having 
them help cook the Oct. 29th meal at the 
Fellowship Hall. If you are interested contact 
Bev Alderson. Adults are also needed to 
help supervise the cooking. 

Youth Cooks 
Needed! 
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September 25September 25September 25September 25----27272727thththth, El, El, El, El Camino Pines Camino Pines Camino Pines Camino Pines    
 

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church 
Pasadena 

 

Contact Chris Davis for more information. 
He went last year & will be attending this    year.    

 

Martha Circle 
 

It's August, school supplies are on sale, and Martha 
Circle asks the congregation to join them in 
assembling school kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
Beginning on Sunday, August 9, and continuing 
through the end of September, we will be collecting 
the following things: 
 

Spiral notebooks of ruled paper, 8"x10 1/2" totaling 150 - 
200 pages. (If using 70 sheet notebooks, make it 210 pages.) 
 

One pair blunt scissors 
 

One 30 centimeter ruler, or one with inches on one side 
and centimeters on the other 
 

One pencil sharpener 
 

Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 
 

One eraser approx. 2 1/2" long 
 

12 sheets of construction paper in assorted colors 
 

One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 

Your help will be appreciated by children around the 
world.     Thank you! 
 

Martha Circle will not be meeting in August.  
They will resume on September 15th 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study will 
not meet during August but 
will resume September 21st 
at Dalene Eimon’s home in 
Paso Robles. 

 

Bible Book Study 
 

8:30am, Sunday Mornings 
in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Reading Through The BibleReading Through The BibleReading Through The BibleReading Through The Bible    
    

Reading through the Bible will not be 
meeting during the summer months. 

The 2009 Bishop’s Report 

Can be viewed on the Synod’s Website 

at 

www.socalsynod.org 
 

The group has been using the Bible Study that is 
printed in Lutheran Woman Today, the magazine 
of Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. For more information and online 
articles visit www.lutheranwomantoday.org.  

2009 Men’s Advance2009 Men’s Advance2009 Men’s Advance2009 Men’s Advance    
    

In a few weeks, the 2009 Men's Advance will be held at 
El Camino Pines in the Los Padres National Forest 
located near Frazier Park.  This year's event will begin 
on Friday, September 25th with camp registration, 
beginning at about 3 PM.  After registration, you receive 
your cabin assignment and you can move your gear to 
your cabin.  A light supper is available in the evening 
and then a worship service is held before lights out. 
 

On Saturday, rise and shine for a hearty breakfast.  
There will be an inspirational program during the day, 
with plenty of time for other activities, including Frisbee 
golf, hiking, swimming, or just plain relaxing at this 
peaceful mountain retreat.  The meals served at El 
Camino Pines are a highlight of the weekend.  The food 
is that good! 
 

On Sunday morning, a worship service is held outdoors 
under the pine trees, surrounded by clean mountain air.  
You will truly feel refreshed and renewed as you head 
for home at about 11 AM. 
 

The early registration deadline for the Men's Advance is 
September 1st and is $125 per person, which includes 
all meals, snacks, two nights housing, and all the 
activities.  If you register after September 1st, the cost 
will be $140.  If you prefer, you can register now with a 
deposit of $75.  If you have questions about this event, 
please contact Chris Davis. 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

“SPECIAL” COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 7, 2009 

 
� Mission Exploration Team Chairperson approved – Mike Kosin.  Team composition in process and to be 

approved by Church Council. 
 
� Call Committee Team Chairperson approved – Roy McKee.  Team composition in process and to be 

approved by Church Council. 
 
� Interim Pastor identified by Bishop 

• Pastor Russ Gordon 
• Start date August 3, 2009 
• Areas of concentration to be determined based on meetings with Pastor Jan and the Church Council. 

 
� Meeting with Pastor Gordon and the Church Council scheduled for July 23, 2009 at 5:00 pm. 

 

 Loaves 
And 

Fishes 
 

If you offer your food to the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then 
your light shall rise in the darkness and 
your gloom be like the noonday. 

 

Isaiah 58:10 
 

A list of needed items is posted on 
the box in the Fellowship hall.    

A prayer for our church 
 

     Lord Jesus, we pray that you will somehow 
give us ears to hear, hearts to love and wills
devoted to serve; that in the days to come this 
congregation may be known not for our glory 
but for thine alone - a congregation of people 
who know you; that this place may be an 
oasis, a place where people come to find out 
about you, where lives are straightened out 
and made whole, where people find the peace 
that passes understanding. 
 

     Give us, we pray, a heart to desire these 
things above all else. We pray through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

New Roof for the Fellowship Hall! 
Excuse the dust! 

 

The Fellowship Hall has been in desperate 
need of reroofing for some time and work 
has finally begun. The work will also 
include a new paint job for the hall. If you 
would like more details contact Matt Heil. 

 
 

Please sign up for the Sunday of your choice to 
honor or remember a special person or event. 

There are still open Sunday’s for the remainder of 
the year. The flower chart is located in the 

Fellowship Hall.   
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 
8:30am Bible Book Study 

Children’s Education and Nursery 
Available during service 

 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Pastor Russ Gordon 
434-1329 

 


