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Mission Statement 
 

We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, are 
joyfully called and committed to share with 

and serve others. 

 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28th, 9:30am – Procession of Palms, Passion       
Reading of Christ’s suffering and death, special music by Anne McKee Reed 
  

Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 7:00 pm – At Templeton Presbyterian Church, 
601 S. Main St., featuring the live artistry of Joe Castillo entitled “The 
Passion”. Pick up free tickets from the office or during fellowship. 
  

 Good Friday, April 2nd, 7:00pm – Service of Darkness remembering the 
suffering and death of our Lord. Special choral reading: “The Crowd and the 
Christ”. Our Presbyterian friends will join us. 
  

Easter, April 4th, 9:30 am – the Resurrection of Our Lord with special 
music, lilies and shouts of Alleluia! 
    8:30am – Easter Breakfast - Bring something to share 
    11:00am – Easter Egg Hunt for the children! 
 

Interim Pastor: Russ Gordon, Office 434-1329 
President: Jim Schmidt 
Vice-president: Elise Bates 
Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
Secretary: Kristen Spears 
Council: Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser,                                   
 Dick Blomquist, Joyce Dawson, Matt Heil 
Financial Secretary: Chris Davis 
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*CHRIS DAVIS * for his many years in leading the 
Freeway Cleanup!  Bethel is responsible for the litter 
cleanup along a strip of southbound 101 just north of Paso 
Robles once every 4 weeks.  If you would like to take over 
heading up this effort, please see Jim Schmidt or Pastor 
Russ. 
 

*VALERIE BUCHHOLTZ* for her faithful 9 years of 
service as the chair of the Altar Guild!   Wow!   And thank 
you to Kristin Spears for taking over as the new Altar 
Guild chair. 
 

*JOYCE BROWN* for being our new Choir Director!  
As her time allows, Joyce will be helping to bring 
additional beautiful music to our worship life. 
 

*CHARLOTTE WALLACE* for volunteering to be the 
accompanist for the choir. 
 

*THE DOZENS OF PEOPLE * who helped clean out 
the fellowship hall and did yard care around the church 
last month!  And thank you *Matt Heil* for your great 
leadership! 
 

*JON SIGURDSON* for getting the palm branches for 
Palm Sunday. 

Pastor Russ’ Reflections… 
 

Dear Easter People, 
Have you noticed, our worship life has been a bit 
subdued during Lent? No spoken or sung 
“Alleluias”, just the Kyrie with no Hymn of 
Praise following, no flowers on the altar... 
Celebration time is at hand! We now journey 
through Holy Week and are reminded of Jesus' 
ultimate sacrifice in the shared meal of 
remembrance on Maundy Thursday and the 
terrible events of the crucifixion on a Friday we 
now call “Good.” Three days later, we join the 
women and the other disciples peering into an 
empty tomb, hearing the angel's astonishing 
words, “He is not here. He is Risen!” What does 
this mean? Well, it means that life has defeated 
death. It means God's promise overwhelms any 
fears. It means we can now walk in confidence 
that this life is not the end. In short, Jesus' 
resurrection is our resurrection!  
Augustine said, “We are an Easter People and 
'Alleluia' is our song!” Such good news deserves a 
song, don't you think?  
See you on Easter!      
 

                                                    Pastor Russ 
 
 

The Central Coast Conference 
Spring Assembly  
April 24, 10:30am 

Hosted by Bethel Lutheran Church, Santa Maria 
624 E. Camino Colegio 

Box lunch will be provided by California Fresh if 
you wish.  It can be ordered upon arrival.   

Cost is $6.00 

Synod Staff will be leading the assembly.  
    Elections will be held for:  
    Conference Chairperson 
    Conference Treasurer 
    Representative to the Synod Council     
                 from the Central Coast 

A call to let Bethel know how many are coming 
would be appreciated.  922-6601 

 
 

April 4April 4April 4April 4thththth, 2010, 2010, 2010, 2010    
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MARTHA CIRCLE  
 

MARTHA CIRCLE will have their April meeting on 
Tuesday, April 20 at noon at Dalene Eimon's, 805 
Snead St., Paso Robles. But, if the Fellowship Hall is 
still useable (How many times have you heard 
that??), we will meet there. Program plans are not 
definite yet, but we will also be assembling the 
Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief at that time. 
If you've never attended Martha Circle before, DO 
join us on April 20. 

 

DEADLINE EXTENDED 
 

Since the Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief 
won't be shipped out until later in April, we will 
continue to collect items for them through Sunday, 
April 11. The need is GREAT, so please help if you 
can either with the items (The list is in the March 
Newsletter or on the side of the collection box in 
the sanctuary) or with a cash donation to cover 
shipping costs. 

 

 
 All New Sunday 8:30am Adult Class 

“A Study of the Sunday Lessons” 
Meet in the “Bridal Room”  

 Led by Dick Blomquist and Pastor Russ.  Coffee & Donuts! 
 

 

Meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays at Dalene 
Eimon’s home in Paso Robles. 

All women are welcome. 
 

Women’s  
Bible Study 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

� Send Check or Money orders to:  
     ELCA Disaster Response 

       39330 Treasury Center 
       Chicago, IL  60694-9300 
 

          Write “Chile Earthquake Relief” on  
           memo line of your check 
 

� Or you can give by credit card via phone:  
800-638-3522 

 

� Or Online at: www.elca.org/chiledonate 
 

 

A New Member Class will be starting  
this month.  

See Pastor Russ if you are interested in joining the 
Bethel Lutheran family! 

 

ECHO DINNER 
Thursday, April 29th 

It is Bethel’s turn to provide dinner to the 

homeless at the El Camino Homeless Shelter. A 

signup sheet will be available during April. 

Contact Bev Alderson if you would like to serve or 

provide food. 

    

    

The help we provide is 
very much appreciated! 

An All New Study 
In Paul's Letter to the Galatians 

Begins Monday, April 19th at 10am 
Led by Pastor Russ  

The Bible Study will meet in the Parish Hall  
(Or the Sanctuary if the Hall is un-usable) 

 

Often called the Magna Carta of Christian 
liberty, this eloquent letter lays out the 
central teaching of justification by faith 
alone.  This study is open to all. 
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Birthdays 
 

      Nolan Hildebrand       1 
 

   Joe Alba        2 
   Carol Saueressig 

 

   Valerie Buchholtz       4 
 

   Greta Chandler       6 
   

   Cindy Condit       10 
 

   Warren Alderson       12 
 

   Gary Andersen       23 
 

   Phil Keohen       26 
 

 

Anniversaries 
 

   Gary & DJ Andersen       18 
 

   Steve & Gina Urman      29 
 

 
If we do not have your birthday or anniversary 
listed please leave a message in the office. 

 
 

    
    

Thanks to Dianne Anderson, Dalene Eimon, 
Roy McKee, Chris & Lisa Davis for cleaning 

the highway in March. 
 

After two years of heading up the Highway 
Cleanup crew, Chris Davis has resigned.  He 
was instrumental in getting this ministry 

started at Bethel! Thanks Chris!! 

    

 
 

Carol Swanson is looking for photos from last 
summer’s Vacation Bible School and the 

smorgasbord. 
Call her at 238-5769 if you have any that she 

can make copies of. 

Central Coast Conference Youth 
Gathering 

“Caring Community in Christ” 
 

May 1st, 2010, 9:30am-6:00pm 
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church in SLO 

For youth in 7th grade and up! 
 

Speaker: Anthony Briggs, Executive Director  
 Lutheran Retreats, Camps, and Conferences 
 

Just added!   

Christian concert with Lost and Found 
1:30-3:30pm 

 

Cost- $20/person includes lunch, dinner 
and the concert! 

 

For more information go to: 
http://cccyouthgathering.weebly.com/ 

 

 
 

High School Youth!! 
 

Want to make new friends? 
Join with the Youth Group at 

Templeton Presbyterian Church 
Monday Evenings starting at 6:45pm 
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Please e-mail articles to:  
office@blctempleton.org 

   
 

    

May 
Newsletter 
Deadline is 
  April 18th! 

NEW HOURS! 
 

Tuesday - Friday 
9:00am-2:00pm 

 

 
L o a v e s  
A n d  

F i s h e s  
 

In a sermon, Baltimore pastor John Schmidt told of an 
experience from more than 30 years ago. While he was 
walking through the French Quarter in New Orleans, two 
men asked him for a handout. He offered to go buy them 
some food if they were hungry. The men agreed they needed 
food, so the three of them walked to a grocery store. Schmidt 
bought bread, bologna, mustard and milk. When he gave the 
food to the men, one had tears in his eyes.  Reaching into a 
pocket, that man brought out a pretty rock. “Look,” he said, 
“I have nothing to give you for doing this. But I’ve been 
carrying around this beautiful rock, and I want you to have 
it.”      From the pulpit, Schmidt then held up the rock to 
show the congregation. He’d kept it for three decades as a 
reminder of the men and their gratitude for his kindness. “I 
have to be concerned about the people around me,” Schmidt 
said. “Even if they look like they aren’t being responsible 
with their lives, I’m called to love them because God loves 
them.” 

OUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACHOUTREACH    
 

     It was good to see the number of you who are interested in our outreach projects and great to know we 
have that much concern and interest on our Outreach Programs. 
     We as a church do a lot of outreach as was pointed out to all of us during the congregational meeting this 
past January. At that meeting the goal of adding 10 more projects was a bit ambitious. But we did look at all 
our different interests and several people expressed where they would help. 
       We are trying to focus on one thing at a time for a specific period of time. We are working on that 
calendar. We have listed the outreach that we already are doing. 
       We serve ECHO meals every 5th Thursday. Several help with that. Loaves and Fishes is one of our 
projects. Joann Crowe is picking up the donations; and Dianne Larkins has expressed interest helping with 
this project. We could further develop the project and be more conscious of their needs; as always they can 
use money to purchase bulk foods from the Food Bank. They purchase larger amounts and stretch our dollars 
– cash donations are very welcome. 
     Martha Circle is doing global outreach with the Health Kits which is our focus for Lutheran World Relief. In 
the Fall, we will do school kits and we have done layettes for LWR. Also, as for our global outreach this past 
year; Doreen Wynne worked on the fair-trade project. Elise Bates is interested in helping Doreen further 
develop those projects. DJ Andersen will be looking into an olive oil project; more information is needed on 
that. 
     Things to look forward to are the Global Barnyard project and our support to families during the holidays. 
     The 4th of July will be here before you know it and we do our best to share our history and mission with the 
community, e.g. open house and tours of the church. Hopefully, we will participate in the parade with our 
“Little Bethel”.  Bob Koch will possibly see what can be done with that. 
     I appreciate all of your suggestions as we move along this path serving others as a response to all that we 
have been given us from God for us to share. 
 

Beverly Alderson, Service/Outreach Chairperson 
 

 

April Food of the Month 
Is Canned Fruit 

THE GREATEST ORNAMENT 
 

“The church knew what the psalmist knew: Music 
praises God. Music is as well, or better, able to 
praise him than the building of a church and all its 
decoration; it is the church’s greatest ornament.” 
 

    —Igor Stravinsky 
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Remember in your prayers: Liz McKinnon, Milton Blomquist, Gunther Junck,  
Gladys Rood, Brian Schonfeldt, Hope Lutheran Church during their time of transition 
Continued healing: Sandy Viborg 
Family: Mike Kosin's father, Ron; Carol von Ehrenkrook's father, Donald; Gigi's grandson, 
Shane; Alan & Cecilia's brother-in-law, Tim & daughter and son-in-law, Terisa & Mark 
Chasse; Marilyn's brother, Charles 
Friends: Dan, Juanita, Joe, John, Johnny, Madeline, Marion, Sandi, Tom, Pastor Scott Bond 
Our homebound: Audrey Griswold, Elizabeth Larsen, Frances Weygandt 
Those Who Mourn: The family of Della Rossner 

A Special Message from Pastor Jan… 
Excerpt from the Annual Report 

If you would like a copy of her entire article please leave a message in the office. More excerpts will be printed in upcoming newsletters. 
 

January 28, 2010 
 

I resume after being: 1. Interrupted by an interview for an Interim position in a small congregation 35 miles away on 
snow/ice packed roads. 2. Preaching at a large church in a near-by town. Fun. 3. Getting to see Clara in her first ballet 
recital!!! (Yes, the reason for doing all this is as it should be.) 
 

Perhaps an orderly retrospective is in order. I’ve told many of you some of this from time to time, but never yet put it 
all together. 
 

Through August 2nd from this side of things is, naturally, a bit of a blur! I remember my concern as the year began 
with the changes about to occur with Chris Davis shifting roles & Roy leaving Council after so long, most of my time 
there. Personally, I can’t overstate the value his calm leadership, steady hand, and the continuity & grounding he (and 
Jan) provided. It was a relief to see other able hands & willing hearts taking up the challenges. The loss of the 
powerful presence of two such dear friends in February remains sharp & vivid (and then two more as the year ended). 
I recall with gratitude the warmth, support & kind regard y’all showed toward us during the preparation for leaving, 
not to mention the physical presence & very physical assistance! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!... 
 

August 3rd on – after leaving so publicly 2 days LATE (thanks for your restraint that Sunday morning), following an 
uneventful trip, we arrived on Thursday the 13th 2 hours before Turner’s 6th birthday dinner. The rest of our planned 
schedule (moving in, painting, attending some of the Church wide Assembly AND hosting a 40th wedding 
anniversary party on the 23rd) needed considerably more adjustment. (Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to such and such a town and … James 4:13) The whole family did accompany us to the house the next 
morning. The reason was immediately evident: Katie & Alex had refinished our floors-all beautiful golden oak set off 
by red oak stair-case, paneling & pillars. I was in tears before we got to the door, though, at the sight of a mature 
Rowan (the Scottish name) or Mountain Ash tree in the front yard, its berries just ripening to dark orange. It was full 
of Chickadees & Cedar Waxwings until a few weeks ago. Things we worried about from the pictures turned out not 
too bad or better than expected. All in all: a sense of immediate homecoming, if its reality was somewhat delayed. 
The big scare came in the basement, but fears a major plumbing disaster turned out to be some squirrel’s treasured 
winter walnut store he thought was secure in the roof vent (think Scat in Ice Age). I continue to worry about the poor 
little thing. 
 
 

(Imagine - Pastor Jan with tears in her eyes or worried about one of God’s creatures ☺ )    Continued next month… 

 

We are now coming into the active phase of construction on the fellowship 
hall. Work was delayed by the rain as our parking lot drains toward the north 
end of the hall and the ground was too wet to do any work. If it hasn’t been 
done already, there will be a hole cut in the floor of the hall for access to the 
foundation. This will be covered by plywood and cordoned off but do be 
careful when in the hall. Work is expected to continue for two months. Please 
check the location of all upcoming activities listed in the bulletin and 
newsletter.         
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education  

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Interim Pastor Russ Gordon 

(805) 434-1329 

 

 

 

 

 


