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APRIL EVENTSAPRIL EVENTSAPRIL EVENTSAPRIL EVENTS    

5555    Palm/Passion Sunday 

10101010    Good Friday, Tenebrae Service 7:00pm 

12121212    EASTER 

14141414    Council Meeting, 7:00pm 

24242424        
    

Evening Prayer, 5:30pm 

30303030    ECHO Dinner 

 

Pastor: Jan Nairn 
               Office 434-1329, Alternate 434-0670 
         President: Jim Schmidt 
         Vice–President/Financial Secretary:  

             Chris Davis 
         Treasurer: Joanne Cummings 
         Secretary: Angela Schmidt 
         Council: Larry Anderson, DJ Andersen,  
               Matt Heil, Beverly Alderson, Darlene Blaser 
  
   
  

 

From the Pastor… 
 
Only those who have been through the night have a 

right to proclaim the dawn. 
 

(Douglas John Hall in Lighten Our Darkness; or at least, I 
should say, words to that effect. The book seems to be 
missing. Do you have it?!) 

 
     O.K., so I don’t have the nerve to go quite that far,
but, when it comes to Lent, Holy Week & Easter, Hall 
does make a very good point. You can only really 
participate in the strange victory, the meaning & joy of 
Easter morning in the context of the night of agony, 
betrayal & trial; the failing of the light at noonday, 
defeat & death on Friday, and the 3-day darkness of 
the tomb. 
     The Church has always recognized this with 40 days 
of preparation & the weeklong Liturgy of Holy Week. 
From the moment of joining or welcoming the 
Procession of Palms through all the events of the week, 
the service does not end, there is no Benediction, We 
leave in silence and return later to continue the Liturgy. 
This takes commitment, the commitment of a true 
disciple. Jesus called his disciples that week to stay & 
watch with him; eventually all deserted him & fled. 
Were you there? Asks the old hymn. Where will you 
be? 
     A contemporary poem I often quote, lays out the 
challenge of full worship: 
 
Christmas Is Really for the Children… 

…Easter is not really for the children, unless 

accompanied by a cream filled egg 

It has whips, blood, nails, a spear & allegations of 

body snatching 

It involves politics, God, & the sins of the world 

It is not for people of a nervous disposition 

They would do better to think on rabbits, chickens & 

the 1
st
 snowdrop of spring 

Or they’d do better to wait for a rerun of Christmas 

without asking too many questions 

About what Jesus did when he grew up or whether 

there’s any connection.  
 
     Well, at least, I will dare you to fully worship, 
participate in & really experience it all this Holy Week 
& find something more profound than a cream filled 
egg.      

Pastor Jan 

 

Mission Statement 
 
We, the family of Bethel, through God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
are joyfully called and committed to share 

with and serve others. 

“We gave the Cross, when we owed the Throne.” 
 

—Robert Browning 
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Men’s AdvanceMen’s AdvanceMen’s AdvanceMen’s Advance    
    

September 25-27th, El Camino Pines 
 

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church 
Pasadena 

 
Contact Chris Davis for more information 
 

An anonymous gift has been 
offered to Bethel for the purchase 
of a new organ. If you would like to 
give a special gift for this purpose, 
please designate your gift as Organ 
Matching Fund.  

. 

 
 
 

Thank you so very much for your support 
during Lee's illness.  The constant prayers and 
fundraiser were very much appreciated.  Also, 
thank you for the luncheon, plaque and 
monetary gift.  I am blessed to be a part of 
the Bethel family.  I will miss you.   My new 
address:  2901 Society Hill Drive, #103, Camp 
Hill, PA  17011.  I'll be using my current cell 
phone until I'm settled:  805-975-5721.   
 
With Love to all,  
Caroline 
 

 Peggy JenkinsPeggy JenkinsPeggy JenkinsPeggy Jenkins    
February 27, 2009 

 
Helga BallHelga BallHelga BallHelga Ball    

March 7, 2009 

We find ourselves with a tremendous 
opportunity and a dilemma; the opportunity is to 
purchase the instrument we are currently 
enjoying at a much-reduced price of thirty-five 
thousand dollars as opposed to the original 
selling price of forty-seven thousand dollars.
The dilemma is having to raise the additional 
monies to make up the difference between what 
we have, twenty-four thousand and what we 
need: thirty-seven thousand. 

You will be missed… 

 
 

April 5th – Palm/Passion Sunday 
    9:15 am Procession with Palms begins & ends on the 
church steps 
    9:30 am Telling in worship of the story of Jesus’ Passion 
This is a Youth Sunday, this year’s Confirmands will be 
Worship leaders. 
 

April 9th – Maundy Thursday 
5:00 pm Seder Meal, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Again this year, Thursday of Holy Week coincides with 
Passover. Come experience the religion of Jesus, how He 
revealed the meaning of the cross. 
(Sign-up sheet & recipe suggestions are available in the 
Fellowship Hall)  
 

April 10th – Good Friday 
    7 pm Meditation on the cross in the growing darkness. 
A wonderful variety of music, instrumental & vocal, has 
been selected to guide our worship. There will be 15 minutes 
of organ music prior to & following the service; please enter 
& leave in silence. 
 

April 12th – Easter Sunday 
9:30 am Festive Easter Celebration 

Join us for Breakfast at 8:30am & Easter egg hunt after the 
service. Breakfast will be a brunch food potluck, please 
bring your favorite dish. The Youth will host. 
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If you would prefer not to receive the monthly 
newsletter by mail please contact Lisa Davis or 

send an email to the church office at: 
office@blctempleton.org  

 
Also, visit our Website at www.blctempleton.org 

for the latest news and activities.  
 

Contact Chris Davis for member access. 
 

Check out the jewelry and crafts that will be 
displayed beginning April 26th in the Fellowship 
Hall. All proceeds go the support the work of the 

ministry. 
 

Mission Statement of the African Team Ministry: 

As an intermediary ministry between African and 
American churches of the Episcopal, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Anglican denominations, we provide 
funds for orphan and refugee relief, missions and 
evangelism in East Africa.  We currently have children 
registered for sponsorship in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania 
and Rwanda. Support is sent directly to each Bishop to 
provide school fees, tuition, books, and uniforms, 
ensuring that the children receive education and a 
measure of stability needed to rebuild their minds. 

www.africanteamministries.org 
 

 
 

Choir Rehearsals each 
Sunday after Fellowship 

 
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

MARCH 10, 2009 
 

The budget proposal was accepted 
at the Congregational Meeting on 
March 8, 2009 and is under further 
review and consideration for the 
following items as requested by the 
congregation: 
 
 ∗∗∗∗  Continuing Education for Pastor 

 ∗∗∗∗  Budget for Sunday School                       
Operations 

∗∗∗∗  Budget for Parish Education 
 

Funds Committee Formed, headed 
initially by Jim Blaser, purpose is to 
provide organization & direction to 
fundraising activities as they apply 
across the board to church 
improvements. 
 
Organ Fund has reached $22,500 
towards a purchase price of $30,000. 

 

 
If you have a student graduating this year 
and would like to let the congregation 
know, please contact Lisa Davis so the 
information can be included in the 

newsletter. 

 
 

A "Fund Raising" Rummage Sale is planned 
for May 1st & 2nd in the Bethel parking lot. 
We are hoping for a congregation wide 
involvement and ask for your donations to be 
brought to the church no later than 
Wednesday, April 29. 

 
For more information, please contact one of 

the following:  Jim Blaser, 461-6840;  
Joyce Dawson, 238-6917;  
or Elise Bates, 227-0370. 

African Team African Team African Team African Team 
Ministries CraftsMinistries CraftsMinistries CraftsMinistries Crafts    
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Birthdays 
 
     
Joe Alba    2  
 
Valerie Buchholtz   4 
 
Greta Chandler   6 
 
Cindy Condit    10 
 
Warren Alderson   12 
 
Trevor Coons    21 
 
Gary Andersen   23 
 
Bruce Chandler   25 
 
Phil Keohen    26  
 
 
                   Anniversaries 
 
DJ & Gary Andersen  18 
 
Gina & Steve Urman  29 
   
 

 

REMINDER! 
 

May Newsletter Deadline is               
April 19th 

 

If you have news or information 
that you would like to share please 
contact Lisa Davis. We are always 

looking for items for the 
newsletter.  

 
e-mail:  lisa@cd-enterprises.com 

 
April 30th is Bethel’s turn to make and 
serve dinner at the El Camino Homeless 
Shelter in Atascadero.  More information 
will be available during community time at 
Sunday services. 

          “There but for the grace of God go I” 

 

Conference Youth Rally, May 29Conference Youth Rally, May 29Conference Youth Rally, May 29Conference Youth Rally, May 29thththth    
St. JohSt. JohSt. JohSt. John’s, Arroyo Granden’s, Arroyo Granden’s, Arroyo Granden’s, Arroyo Grande    

 

Grades 9-12 
 

Skits, Speakers, Music, Service Projects 
Lunch & BBQ Dinner ending with  

Campfire at the Beach! 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Contact DJ Andersen for more information 

    

    
Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!Highway Cleanup Has Resumed!    

Mark your calendarMark your calendarMark your calendarMark your calendar for April 18 for April 18 for April 18 for April 18thththth    

    

Anyone over 18 is welcome to help. 
Contact Chris Davis for more 

information. 
    

    

Attention Attention Attention Attention     
Youth!Youth!Youth!Youth!    
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Help decorate the Sanctuary for Easter by donating flowers in “Memory of a loved one” or “In Celebration of” or “In 
Honor of.”  The names will be included on an insert for the Easter bulletin.  Flowers are $10.00 and may be taken home 
after the Easter Service. 
 
Your Name _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Circle One:                   Memory of Loved One          In Celebration of          In Honor of 
 
Name as you would like it to appear __________________________________________ 
 
 
Please note flowers on your check or in your offering envelope and place in offering plate or return to the church office. 

FLOWERS FOR EASTERFLOWERS FOR EASTERFLOWERS FOR EASTERFLOWERS FOR EASTER    
                                                                    APRIL 12, 2009APRIL 12, 2009APRIL 12, 2009APRIL 12, 2009    

 
Due Date April 5, 2009Due Date April 5, 2009Due Date April 5, 2009Due Date April 5, 2009    

 

ELCA Presiding Bishop's 2009 Easter Message  
 
"Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified ... has been raised." ~ Mark 16:6 

When Mary Magdalene, Mary and Salome came to the tomb, their hopes and fears intersected. They wondered aloud 
about the impossibly large and heavy stone that presented an obstacle to their immediate plans.  Worse, what they 
thought lay behind the stone was unspeakably devastating.  Jesus, who embodied the hope of God's promise in a fully 
human life, was not simply dead, but crucified -- executed in the most extreme humiliation, a savage mockery of the 
hope that had lived with him. 
 
But the stone was gone, the grave empty.  Where they had expected to hear the silence of death's mockery, they were met 
by an astonishing message that the crucified one was raised from the dead, that their hope was victorious over 
humiliation, and that Jesus lives and is leading the way into an unexpected, surprising future with God. 
 
Jesus lives and resurrection hope beckons. Jesus' resurrection on the third day signals that God is not finished until the 
life of Jesus renews the whole creation.  Sinners once haunted by the threats of judgment will live forgiven, restored, 
renewed and freed.  All lives broken by sin's injustices and haunted by death's terrors will be transformed by joy and 
transfigured into the new creation in Christ.  
 
You and I are witnesses of this new creation.  You have been baptized into Jesus' death and resurrection and have heard 
his promise.  Your lives are hidden in his and he feeds you with a foretaste of the eternal feast of joy.  He will meet you 
in your hope.  He claims your daily work and makes it into a holy calling.  He lives in you and sends you into the world 
as an ambassador of reconciliation, a testimony of God's incomparable love.  Jesus lives!  Your life in him is resurrection 
witness. 

"This is our God; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation!" ~ Isaiah 25:9 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Reading throughReading throughReading throughReading through    
The BibleThe BibleThe BibleThe Bible    

Reading through the Bible now meets each 
Wednesday at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall. 

Martha Circle 
April 21st is the date for the next Martha Circle 
meeting at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a sack 
lunch and tea and coffee and goodies will be 
provided. About 12 - 15 women usually attend, but 
there is always room for more. New members are 
ALWAYS welcome. Details about the program for our 
April meeting will be in the Sunday bulletin when they 
are finalized. 
 
                                     LAYETTES 
We will continue to collect items for the layettes for 
Lutheran World Relief through the end of April. Check 
out the sign-up board at the back of the sanctuary 
and if this is something you would like to do, take a 
copy of the 'shopping list', sign up for something you 
would like to donate, and have fun shopping! Also, 
take a minute to look at the poster in the Fellowship 
Hall that shows how much we, as part of the nation-
wide ELCA, can do to help around the world. It's quite 
impressive. "In as much as you have done it to one of 
the least of these..." 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A list of needed items is posted on the box 
in the Fellowship hall.  
 
 

Women’s Bible study meets the first and third 

Mondays of each month at 7:00pm at Dalene 

Eimon’s home. This session will be a study of 

the wisdom stories of Ruth, Daniel 1-6 and 

Esther. All women are welcome! 

Loaves 
And 

Fishes 

 
 

An in-depth study of the Gospel of Mark 
continues Fridays at 10:00am. All are 
welcome t0 join. Please contact Pastor 
Jan for more information. 

Confirmation class 
Confirmation class meets Friday 3:30pm-4:30pm. 

Class will not meet April 10th & 17th 

Bible Book Study 
 
8:30am, Sunday Mornings in 

the Fellowship Hall 
 

Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the 
Food and Agricultural Organization of the 
United Nations, is worried about the 
millions of people who are in dire poverty 
and suffering from gnawing hunger. Mr. 
Diouf says, “In a world of great wealth, 
it is unacceptable that 800 million 
people still do not have enough to eat.” 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 
PO Box 337 
295 Old County Road 
Templeton, CA  93465    
 

  

  

  

Sunday Worship Service 9:30am 
Communion Every Sunday 

8:30am Bible Book Study 
Children’s Education and Nursery 

Available during service 
 

3rd & Crocker, Templeton 
www.blctempleton.org 

Pastor Jan Nairn 
434-1329 

 


